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Praise the Lord, Alleluia!!! We thank our Lord 
Almighty for sustaining us after what seems 
like the end of the world in the year 2020. The 

Corona virus (COVID-19) started like an obscure 
news from a distant land Wuhan, Hubei Province – 
China but gradually spread under a short period of 
time like a wild fire that nearly consumed the entire 
world. Our 2020 Pentecost and of course Water 
Magazine became victims of the pandemic. The 
magazine could not be published.

We thank God for the opportunity to feature the 
2021 edition of the magazine with the theme “I will 
send you another comforter John 14:16”. The Lord has promised to shower us 
with anointing power which will enable us to function effectively and 
efficiently and thus attain higher level in our Christian faith. To this end, we are 
encouraged to renew our spiritual license to be able to withstand this current 
security, economic, social, political and religious challenges which seem to 
have reached the peak in our country Nigeria. Just as the Bible had warned, 
there is an increase in evils and the love of many shall grow cold (Matt24:12). 
But the current afflictions we are passing through cannot be compared with 
the glory that awaits us in heaven (2 Cor.4:7) and so today, if we hear His 
voice, we shall not harden our hearts (Ps 95: 7-8).

We pray for His grace to continue this race and like the apostles the power to 
witness the word of God. A section of the current edition was dedicated for 
an overview of the COVID-19 pandemic while our interview with a great 
sage, an ebullient, charismatic and icon of charity Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dr. Thaddeo 
Onoyima will keep you glued to the magazine until you finish reading it.

May the Almighty God bless you as you pick your own copy of the Water 
Magazine and read. Wishing you a power packed 2021 Pentecost 
celebration.

Bro (Prof) Christopher D Nwani (Editor-in-Chief)
Phone: 08037509910; Email: chris.nwani@unn.edu.ng 

EDITORIAL COMMENTS
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Holy Spirit, third Person of the Blessed Trinity, Spirit of truth, love and holiness, proceeding from the Father and 
the Son, and equal to Them in all things, I adore You and love You with all my heart.

Dearest Holy Spirit, conding in Your deep, personal love for me, I am making this novena for the following 
request, if it should be Your holy will to grant it: (Mention your request).

Teach me, Divine Spirit, to know ans seek my last end; grant me the holy fear of God; grant me true contrition 
and patience. Do not let me fall into sin. Give me an increase of faith, hope and charity, and bring forth in my 
soul all the virtues proper to my state of efcacious grace sufcient to keep the Commandments and to receive 
the Sacraments worthily. Give me the four Cardinal Virtues, Your Seven Gifts, Your twelve Fruits. Raise me to 
perfection in the state of life to which You have called me and lead me through a happy death of everlasting life. I 
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY GHOST
Holy Spirit, Divine Spirit of light and love, I consecrate to You my understanding, heart and will, my whole being, 
for time and for eternity. May my understanding be always submissive to Your heavenly inspirations and to the 
teaching of the Catholic Church, of which You are the infallible Guide. May my heart be ever inamed with the 
love of God and faithful to the imitation of the life and virtue of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to Whom with 
the Father and You be honour and glory forever. God, Holy Spirit, innite Love of the Father and the Son, 
through the pure hands of Mary, your immaculate Spouse, I place myself this day, and all the days of my life, 
upon Your chosen altar, the Divine Heart of Jesus, as a sacrice to You, consuming re, being rmly resolved 
now more than ever to hear Your voice and to do in all things Your most holy and adorable Will. Amen.

FOR THE SEVEN GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Blessed Spirit of Wisdom, help me to seek God. Make Him the centre of my life so that love and harmony may 
reign in my soul. Blessed Spirit of Understanding, enlighten my mind, that I may know and love the truths of 
faith and make them truly my own.

Blessed Spirit of Counsel, enlighten and guide me in all my ways, that I may always know and do Your Holy Will. 
Make me prudent and courageous. Blessed Spirit of Fortitude, uphold my soul in my time of trouble or 
adversity. Make me loyal and condent.

Blessed Spirit of Knowledge, help me to know good from evil. Teach me to do what is right in the sight of God. 
Give me clear vision and rmness in decision.

Blessed Spirit of Piety, possess my heart, incline it to a true faith in You, to holy love of You, my God that with my 
whole soul I may seek You, Who are my Father, and nd You, my best, my truest joy. Blessed Spirit of Holy Fear, 
penetrate my inmost heart that I may ever be mindful of Your presence.

LITANY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
God, the Eternal Father, bless me, I adore You.
God, the Eternal Son, bless me, I adore You.
God, the Eternal Spirit, bless me, I adore You, and teach me to live for the glory of the Eternal Trinity alone.
Blessed Mother Mary, Virgin Spouse of the Holy Spirit, intercede for me that I may obtain through Your 
intercession the graces I desire through this litany which I offer to Your diving Spouse by Your Immaculate Heart 
Amen.
Holy Spirit, Who created me, I thank You.
Holy Spirit, Who redeemed me, I thank You.
Holy Spirit, Who sanctied me, I thank You.
Holy Spirit of God, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, without Whom the Father and Son 
do nothing in Heaven or on earth, I adore you

Holy Spirit, Who in the beginning moved over the waters, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, by Whom the Mystery of the incarnation was accomplished, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who made me a child of God, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who made me a soldier of God, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who made me a Religious of God, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who wishes to make me a saint of God, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Source of my every good thought, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Inspirer of my every good word, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Spring of my every good action, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who dwells in the Bosom of the Father, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who dwells in the Heart of Mary, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who dwells in the souls of the faithful, I adore You.

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF NSUKKA DIOCESEAN PENTECOST
NOVENA TO THE HOLY GHOST

NOVENA PRAYER
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Holy Spirit, Who dwells in my unworthy heart, I adore You.
Holy Spirit Who speaks to me through my superiors, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who has been so patient with me, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who has been so forgiving to me, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who has inspired my contrition, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Light of my mind, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Strength of my will, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Sweetness of my heart, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Divine Guardian of my heart, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Divine Guardian of my virtue, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, my beginning, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, my last end, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, without Whom I can do nothing, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who leads me to Jesus, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who brings the father and Jesus to me, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, my God and my all, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who have set a Seal on my soul, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who protects me at this moment, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who watches over me, whether I’m awake or asleep, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who keep my soul in life, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, Who will claim my soul in death, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, my eternal Love, I love You, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, my external Love, I thank You, I adore You.
Holy Spirit, external Love, I adore You, I adore You.

Lamb of God. Who take away the sins of the world, Pour down your Spirit upon us, O Lord (three times)

V. Pray for us, spouse of the Holy Spirit. 
R. That we may be more worthy of His indwelling.

Let us pray
O sweet Holy Spirit, Who dwells as the bond of love in the Adorable Unity of the Eternal Trinity, dwell evermore in 
our soul; grant that we may never more grieve You, but be ever docile to Your inspirations and, in the 
unutterable condescension of Your love, fulll the desire of our Sweet Jesus, that we should be one in Him as He 
is in His Father, we ask this through the Holy Spirit, who live and reigns with the Father and the Son, one God 
forever and ever. Amen.

Chorus:

Great Comforter!
Mighty Spirit!
I will send you another Comforter
He will teach you..all things and...
I will be with you till the end------

1. I shall not leave you as orphans
Like sheep... without shepherd
The Spirit that I shall send
Will comfort you in time of distress
.... chorus...

2. The love of many shall grow cold
And may....be led astray
But those who stand rm in the faith
Shall be rewar...ded by the Lord
... chorus...

3. We need the Holy Ghost in our lives
Let us surrender ourselves to him
As His vessels for noble use
To renew the face of the earth
... chorus...

(2021 Pentecost Anthem Composed by the Diocesan Praise and Worship ministry. Directed by Br. Pauly Isiguzo)

PENTECOST ANTHEM
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Introduction 

This is the promise of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to His Apostles 
(John 14:16). As Jesus was 
about leaving the earth, the 
Disciples were depressed and 
Jesus had to inform them that 
He was not leaving them like an 
orphan. He would send them 
Someone that would comfort 
them. This was the Person of the 
Holy Spirit. Before, we however, 
come back to the issue of 
comforting, let us digress into 
other areas. In performing the 
function of comforting, what 
does the Holy Spirit do?

I WILL SEND YOU ANOTHER 

BRO. M. U. ADIKWU Department of Pharmaceutics, Faculty of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences, University of Nigeria, Nsukka. PHONE: 07055617111

COMFORTER

The Works of the Holy Spirit

He teaches. He is the Teacher. In 
fact, if you do not have the Holy 
Spirit you cannot teach rightly. 
If you look at the Old Testament, 
you will see the story of the Ark 
of the Covenant. Hebrews 9:4 
tells us the components of the 
Ark of the Covenant. 

“It had the gold altar of incense 
and the ark of the covenant, 
covered with gold on all sides, in 
which was a gold jar containing 
the manna, Aaron's staff that 
budded, and the tablets of the 
covenant."
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This is a complete set of things 
that we could say was equivalent 
to the Word of God. Or Do I say, 
these were simply the old 
equivalence of Jesus. When the 
Ark was conquered by the 
Philistines (I Samuel 4 and 5) 
and taken to their land, they 
could not keep the Ark of the 
Covenant because it aficted a 
lot injuries on them. In fact, 
when they brought the Ark to 
Bethshemesh, they men of the 
city looked into the Ark and 
70,000 people died (1 Samuel 
6:19). 

But God struck down some of the 
inhabitants of Bethshemesh, 
putting seventy of them to death 
because they looked into the ark 
of the LORD. The people mourned 
because of the heavy blow the 
LORD had dealt them.

In fact you are not qualied to 
look into the Word of God 
without the Holy Spirit. Based 
on this fact, the early Church 
fathers never allowed “indels” 
to look into the Bible. In fact, the 
rst person that translated the 
Bible into English, William 
Tyndale ,  was pursued to 
Belgium, brought back and 
burned at the stakes. Do you 
know what Jesus told His 
Disciples? (John 16:12).

“There is so much more I want to 
tell you, but you can't bear it 
now.”

The teachings of Jesus were 
largely in parables and also 
simplied to a level that His 
Disciples could understand. It is 
only when the Holy Ghost came 
upon the Disciples that they 
began to understand what 
actually Christ told them and 
they themselves began to 
expand and expound on them. 
Look at what St. Peter wrote 
about Paul in 1 Peter 3:16:

“He writes the same way in all 
his letters, speaking in them of 
these matters. His letters contain 
some things that are hard to 
understand, which ignorant and 
unstable people distort, as they 
do the other Scriptures, to their 
own destruction.”

Remember that Paul was not a 
direct disciple of Jesus while 
Jesus was physically on earth. 
Jesus met him many years later 
on his way to Damascus to 
persecute the Church. Yet, 
when this encounter took place, 
he became “another man.” What 
will make you hyper intelligent is 
the Holy Spirit. I am not just 
talking about Christianity but in 
all spheres of life; whether in the 
science or arts, the Holy Spirit 
can make you an extraordinary 
man. As such He comforts in 
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  i n  y o u r 
education. 
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The Holy Ghost Converts

Before the Holy Ghost can 
comfort you He has to convert 
you rst. When He converts you, 
you become “another Jesus.” 
That is why Christians are able 
to do what Jesus did. St. Paul 
will argue, “Christ in you is the 
hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). 
What makes a Christian to be 
saved is that he has Jesus in 
him. It is like what Isaac told 
Jacob, “The voice is that of 
Jacob but the hands are those of 
Esau” (Genesis 27:22). What 
God wants to see in you is Jesus. 
He is the One that the Father is 
well pleased with. He even told 
us to listen to Him (Matthew 
17:5). There is no prophet in the 
Old Testament, be it Moses or 
Elijah, that could say anything 
that was equal to what Jesus 
said. After all He was with the 
Father from the beginning. The 
Bible, therefore, says in 1 
Corinthians 15:17: 

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away. Behold, the new 
has come!
When a person is in Christ, he is 
a new creature. The old nature 
has passed away. The nature he 
now has is that of Christ. When 
Jesus met Saul of Tarsus on the 
road, what did he tell him (Acts 
9:4):

“He fell to the ground and heard 

A voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?”

Yes, it was Jesus he was 
persecuting and not any other 
person because actually He lived 
in them. There is no nature that 
is as comforting as having Christ 
in you. Nothing that can cause 
you to be depressed. Do you 
remember that Paul called his 
sufferings light afiction? (2 
Corinthians 4:17).

“For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all.”

Look at what Jesus said also 
abou t  the  judgmen t  day 
(Matthew 25:35-40).

“For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was 
th i r s ty  and  you  gave  me 
something to drink, I was a 

 
stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you 

 
came to visit me. “Then the 
righteous will answer him, 'Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? When did we 
see you a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and clothe 

 you? When did we see you sick 
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 or in prison and go to visit you?' 
“The King will reply, 'Truly I tell 
you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.”

This is the true picture of what I 
have been explaining. That 
brother living by your corner 
and has no food is actually 
Christ and if you give him 
something to eat, you have 
taken care of Christ. This is the 
b a s i s  f o r  j u d g m e n t -
remembering that others are 
Christ or to make it milder, 
others are Christ carriers. They 
are like Him. They are actually 
Him. 

The Other Natures of Christ

I want to touch one more quick 
issue. When Christ was on earth 
two things were cardinal. 
Miracles and feeding. One of the 
things the Holy Spirit does in the 
life of a man is to help him do 
miracles and also comfort the 
hungry through feeding. Jesus 
told Peter, “Do you love me more 
than this? Feed my sheep” (John 
21:15-17).
One of the areas we have failed 
in Christianity most is this issue 
of feeding. We expect people to 
come and listen to us even if they 
are hungry. Some so called men 
of God tell us they are feeding 
people with the word. That is not 
the only food God expects us to 
give to our listeners. If it were, 
then the criteria Jesus gave for 

the judgment should not have 
been given: “I was hungry you 
gave me food….” This is the 
greatest aspect that every 
church is neglecting and they 
claim they have the Holy Spirit, 
the Comforter. That is why St. 
Paul emphasized love! Look at 
what James said about caring 
for our less-privileged brothers 
(James 2:14-16).

“What good is it, my brothers and 
sisters, if someone claims to have 
faith but has no deeds? Can such 

 
faith save them? Suppose a 
brother or a sister is without 

 clothes and daily food. If one of 
you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and well fed,” but 
does nothing about their physical 
needs, what good is it?”

Yes, what good is it when you 
claim you are preaching the 
gospel and your brother is 
hungry?  Will they even listen to 
what you are telling them? 

As an Alexander von Humboldt 
Fellow in Germany, I met many 
Nigerians who told me how they 
were surviving. They said they 
would go to some business 
entities to ask for job and the 
person who is usually the 
foreman would ask, “Are you a 
Muslim?” And they would agree 
just to get something to eat. 
When the World War II ended, 
the German Chancellor brought 
into Germany 250 thousand 
Turks because most of their men 
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were eliminated during the war. 
Today, there are 4 million 
Turkish citizens in Germany 
and they are usual ly the 
foremen in most small scale 
businesses like auto mechanics. 
There is nothing a man cannot 
do when he is hungry. The 
Christians in Nigeria has not 
taken advantage of this. Jesus 
recognized the hungry and fed 
thousands at least twice. That 
brought in multitudes every day 
(John 6:5-12). In another place 
He told them (John 6:26):

“Very truly I tell you, you are 
looking for me, not because you 
saw the signs I performed but 
because you ate the loaves and 
had your ll.”

People will always look for food 
when they are hungry and this 
should be maximally exploited 
to win converts for heaven. Our 
Muslim people do it very well. 
They give anything to their new 
converts, including money, 
houses, etc.  Many of them 
converted to Christianity are not 
able to stay because Christians 
are stingy. Some even end up 
marrying Christian wives and 
going back to Islam with them. 
Do not tell me that they were not 
truly converted. They were. A 
baby Christian can do anything. 
That is why in the Church there 
are sinners because they have 
not grown. One of the best ways 

to comfort a Christen brother is 
in terms of material things, 
particularly food and clothing. 

What to Do

In Nigeria, there are over 20 
million Catholics and roughly 40 
million other Protestants. The 
number of  Cathol ics is  a 
gleaning from the Internet. 
There could be more. The 40 
million is just to double the 
number of Catholics. There are 
conservatively 100 million 
Christians in Nigeria. Assuming 
that each person is made to pay 
the least amount of money in 
circulation in Nigeria, which is 5 
Naira a week that will be 500 
million Naira. And if Catholics 
decided to pay that amount of 5 
naira, that will be 100 million 
Naira. Of course in a year, the 
entire Church in Nigeria will be 
talking about 25 billion Naira. 
Those for the Catholic Church 
will be around 5 billion Naira. 
Kindly forgive if I made errors in 
the calculations but I am driving 
at something.
 
With these amount of money a 
trustee can be set up to help 
establish businesses all over the 
country ranging from marketing 
to assembly of machineries. 
With that even non-Christians 
will be converted if the condition 
for them to get a job is that they 
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must rst of all convert. Telling 
people to bring 5 Naira a week 
will not in any way affect the 
normal offerings or tithings. If 
this is made known to overseas 
Christians, millions of Dollars 
and Euro can be raised in a 
single year. You can therefore, 
see that the problem of the earth 
today is with Christians. When 
men decide to leave God, all 
things will fall apart. Today 
everybody is  blaming the 
government which should not 
be.

Instead of people deciding to 
solve major problems and win 
souls for God, they are busy 
talking about building 100 
thousand capacity auditorium 
in their churches. Some are 
talking of buying 2-3 private jets 
when many in their churches 
cannot feed and are jobless. Let 
us cry to God in anguish for 
forgiveness.

A Word on Miracles

One of the ways Jesus comforted 

His followers in those days was 

through miracles. Everyone that 

follows God rightly can do one 

type of miracle or the other. The 

miracles must not be the 

explosive type but anyone who 

has spent time with God will 

always comfort people with 

miracles because that is what 

the Holy Spirit is in us to do. 

Jesus told His disciples they will 

do more works than Him (John 

14:12).

“Very truly I tell you, whoever 
believes in me will do the works I 
have been doing, and they will do 
even greater things than these, 
because I am going to the 
Father.”

Unfortunately, many people 
think they cannot do any 
miracle. Look at what this 
woman told Elisha in 2 Kings 
4:2, when she was asked what 
she had in her house. 
“Elisha replied to her, "How can I 
help you? Tell me, what do you 
have in your house?" "Your 
servant has nothing there at all," 
she said, "except a small jar of 
olive oil.”

That is how we all think. I do not 
have any anointing for miracles. 
That small jar of oil became what 
she sold and paid her debtors 
and then survived on the rest. 
Are you saying you have no 
anointing? That anointing can 
become an ocean if you work on 
it. With that anointing you can 
do miracles. My LORD cannot 
lie. 
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Look at what Jesus told His 
Disciples to do at the point of 
prayer to get the anointing to 
sufce in any condition. Luke 
11: 1-13 tells it all but because 
of space, I will just take a few 
verses. 

“
Then Jesus said to them, 

“Suppose you have a friend, and 
you go to him at midnight and 
say, 'Friend, lend me three 

 loaves of bread; a friend of mine 
on a journey has come to me, and 
I have no food to offer him.' And 
suppose the one inside answers, 
'Don't bother me. The door is 
already locked, and my children 
and I are in bed. I can't get up and 

 
give you anything.' I tell you, 
even though he will not get up 
and give you the bread because 
of friendship, yet because of your 
shameless audacity he will 
surely get up and give you as 
much as you need.”

For everyone who asks receives; 
the one who seeks nds; and to 
the one who knocks, the door will 

 
be opened. “Which of you 
fathers, if your son asks for a 
sh, will give him a snake 

 
instead? Or if he asks for an egg, 

 will give him a scorpion? If you 
then, though you are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will 
your Father in heaven give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him!”

My God is not a task master. He 
cannot  send you without 
equipping you for the job. He 
knows the  importance o f 
miracles in the place of soul 
winning. The problem is us 
because we are not able to wait 
long enough at the place of 
prayers. It is only by such 
importunity that we can even 
have to feed them on Sundays 
(the word) and the miracles to 
support us. Look at what Jesus 
told His rst converts Luke 5: 4:

When he had nished speaking, 
he said to Simon, "Put out into 
deep water, and let down the 
nets for a catch.”

You cannot catch sh in the 
shallow waters. You cannot win 
men with shallow messages. 
That is why we have too many 
half-baked Christians because 
of listening to shallow messages. 
Most churches are lled with 
recycled people from other 
churches because they are 
looking for where they can 
satisfy their thirsty souls. Why 
did Jesus choose them? They 
had shed all night!!!You claim 
you are a preacher and you 
cannot do a vigil! Your messages 
will be hollow. If you cannot “do 
all night” as it is commonly 
called, you cannot get the power 
to heal and do other forms of 
miracle. If two people come 
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together on Sundays for service and or fellowship, before you know 
it, they will become 10 and the number will to 50 and beyond. This is 
because people are lost on the earth and they go anywhere where 
they can nd help even from the devil. If you go to a city and then get 
lost because you do not know your way, any person that offers help, 
you will quickly jump at it not minding the repercussions. Your so 
called helper may be looking for human head for sacrice. That is 
why many people are some demonic denominations today. Learn to 
do vigils to get the right messages for your congregation.

 Conclusion 

The Holy Spirit is our comforter. Once we have the Spirit of Christ in 
us, which is the Holy Spirit, we are meant to comfort others as He did 
and still does. That is why we are Christians. We should comfort on 
every front, ranging from giving people food to healing. Remember 
that when Christ is in us, we should live above the world in many 
forms including our everyday dealings with the world. Remember, 
you are a priest of God. Look at what Malachi 2:7 says:

 "For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, because he is the 
messenger of the LORD Almighty and people seek instruction from his 
mouth." 

As a child of God, the world should depend on you and not you 
depending on the world. Where you are not there yet, work at it 
through vigils, prayers and fasting and you will reach there in the 
Mighty Name of Jesus. 
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THOSE WHO WAIT UPON 

THE LORD 

Introduction

Sometimes life seems so difcult for us as God's 
people that we are tempted to think that God is not 
with us. The idea of waiting upon the lord to renew 
our strength implies that we cannot save 
ourselves. We are prone to stumble. Those who 
rely on their own strength have nite resources 
and may not run the race till the end. Those who 
wait upon the lord to renew their strength-who 
maintains their faith in the midst of difculties, 
have access to limitless resources in Christ. They draw their strength 
from the bottomless well of his everlasting living water enabling them 
to run straight race and in his strength to run in such a way as to win 
the prize not striving to force God to make something happen but 
actively seeking to understand what God wants out of the situation.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO WAIT UPON THE LORD?

The Hebrew word for wait is Qâvâh. It literally means to take time, to 
linger in his presence and to go to where He is for gathering until you 
become totally entwined with him. To wait upon the Lord for strength 
means to trust him, to look unto him, to depend on him to save us and 
to count on him and long for him. Those who wait upon the Lord are 
those who have the assurance and inner condence that the promises 
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(ISAIAH 40:31)

WILL HAVE THEIR STRENGTH RENEWED 
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he has made to us His people and the things for which we hope for are 
realities that cannot be contradicted by senses, emotions, reasons 
and fear. As we accept our weaknesses, lean on our heavenly father 
and trust in His perfect ways, we`ll nd a well of holy power that never 
runs dry. 

With His grace, our faith will grow leading us on toward Christ-
likeness. He has promised that His grace is sufcient for us (2 
Corinthians 12:9) no matter how weary we may become, for his 
promise is perfected in our weakness. Only his protective hands can 
shelter us from the storm of life and not our own limited human 
abilities. God's supply of strength never diminishes and it is always 
available for us. Much of our weaknesses come from our impatience.  
We are often anxious to get what we desire without waiting for God, 
not only for the direction, but also for the strength. Christian's are 
advised not to look at tomorrow's burden with today's strength. God 
uses time of waiting to stretch our faith in Him and to bring about 
change and growth in our lives. When you are waiting on the Lord, you 
are making an exchange.

BENEFITS OF WAITING UPON THE LORD

Waiting brings strength but calls for trust in God

Trusting God means believing that what he says about himself, about 
the world and about you is true. That is living a life of belief in and 
obedience to God even when life seems difcult. God reveals himself 
through the lives of people who waited upon him for strength in the 
bible. Hannah trusted God regardless of her great disappointment in 
her barrenness and she was blessed with a son (1 Samuel 1&2) and at 
just the right time, she gave birth to Samuel. God's timing was perfect. 
He knew the exact timing needed for Samuel to be born and the type of 
mother Samuel needed. The man stocked at the pool (John 5:1-15) 
reminds us that this long wait will come to an end. God will extend his 
mercy to you and change lives for better also. Joseph waited and 
trusted God in prison and the lord blessed him and saves many lives 
through him. Many people in the bible waited upon God in one way or 
another and this is a way of making his people strong. 
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Waiting brings holiness but calls for looking unto God not the 
desire

When Christians look at life from God's perspective and seek after 
what He desires, it is the best cure for materialism and temptation in 
this life in Col 3:2 Paul tells to set our minds on things that are above 
not on earthly things. It removes lust, greed and sin that encompass 
this world. Waiting is God's training for holiness. Many Christians 
focus on what they want and lose sight of God. Paul is warning us that 
not setting our mind on Jesus will lead us to unholy behaviour.

Waiting brings peace but calls for dying to self

Dying to self expresses the essence of  Christian life in which we 
ourselves take up our cross and follow Christ( Luke 9:23). It is never 
something optional in the Christian life. It is the reality of the new 
birth. Jesus describes lukewarm followers who try to live partly in the 
old life and partly in the new as those whom He will spit (rev 15-16). 
Dying to self requires a daily declaration of not my will but yours be 
done. In Gal 2:20 Paul declares that it is no longer I who live but Christ 
lives in me. No matter what happens in the world around you, there is 
peace of mind knowing that God is there for you.

CONSEQUENCES OF NOT WAITING UPON THE LORD

Every believer needs time of refreshment and renewal. There is need 
for Christians to nd ways to revive themselves before they fall into 
discouragement or distance themselves from God. There are 
difculties in life that make Christians grow cold. As we journey 
through this life, the pressure, challenges, severe persecution and 
delay in fulllment of divine promise we encounter can leave us drain 
making us experience spiritual dryness. In this situation many 
Christians are in a hurry to have their heart desire in their own way 
and time. They run their lives depending on their senses alone not 
knowing that their senses alone are not enough to run their lives. 
They become deceived by the progress of those who are not waiting 
upon the Lord's strength and are making it. It is a deceptive 
advancement. They may go fast but they won't go far. We are 
reminded by this topic that patience is a vital ingredient in 
Christianity and learning to wait even when it seems that God has 
forgotten you, is an important part of the journey ( Romans12:12 ). 
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Impatient waiting tends to leave us physically and emotionally 
exhausted. This is because in times of waiting, there maybe 
temptations not to trust that God will do what he has promised. In 
Genesis 16 Abraham had waited a long time for fulllment promised 
son on him. He stopped waiting and had a son with Hagar his 
handmaiden. This not only brought a lot of extra turmoil into his 
marriage but brought long lasting consequences. A failure to wait 
upon God was what ruined Saul's life in 1 Samuel 13: 13-14. Instead 
of obeying God and waiting for Samuel to come and offer a sacrice, he 
offered it himself. His decision to take things into his own hand cost 
him his kingdom. It is not only difcult to wait but waiting can come 
with headache, hopelessness, worries disappointments and 
discouragements when we begin to focus on something other than 
Jesus. You may want to listen to many voices around you to doubt 
God and instill fear in you which is not from God. Such people may 
rely on their own talents, skills, capacities and human efforts which 
are insufcient for their needs. These qualities are drawn from the 
reservoir of the old Adamic life and will eventually run dry for the 
energy source that is powered through the esh will in time be denied 
of all its self induced efforts. They stumble and fall because they rely 
on their own inner strength of human resources which are not 
sufcient shield in the storm of life. When we wait upon Jesus for 
strength the things of the earth strangely grow dim and that is why we 
must learn to wait.

Conclusion

Dying to self, focusing on God and trusting in the lord which brings 
peace, holiness, endurance and strength are central to this topic. 
Waiting period could be God's trial of endurance and change. God 
allows His children to pass through such times because it is a way He 
prepares us to meet his plan for our life. It is a period he remoulds our 
attitude and character.  Not all waiting produces these fruits when 
God says that those who wait upon the lord will have their strength 
renewed, He is talking about waiting that is productive and 
aggressive. Waiting well does not mean that your heart desires are 
totally met. Your heart still yearns for the desire but there is calmness 
in your spirit. Knowing that all things walketh well for them that love 
God( Rom 8:28). We can learn to wait upon Him through prayers, 
quite time and reading the word of God. That is only when life will be 
meaningful. Wait upon the lord and you not grow weary, you shall not 
faint and you will soar like eagle.
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I CAN DO ALL THINGS 
THROUGH CHRIST 

(Philippians 4:13)

any Christians like Myou and I regularly 
recite this verse taken 

from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians. “I can do all 
things through Christ who 
strengthens me” the key 
active word here is “Can” Can 
is a positive word. It focuses on 
w h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  n o t 
impossible. What is the “all 
things” to which Paul was 
referring? Is it about material 
accomplishments? Success in 
o u r  v a r i o u s  h u m a n 
endeavours? Heal th and 
nancial stability? NO! It is the 
ability to nd contentment 
whatever the circumstance we 
might nd ourselves in, and 

this contentment can only 
come from Christ who gives us 
strength. With God all things 
are possible (Matthew 19:26).

In AD 60, Paul was imprisoned 
in Rome, and for the next two 
years, he lived under house 
a r r e s t  ( A c t s  2 8 : 3 0 - 3 1 ) , 
encouraging local churches via 
letters written from prison. His 
letter to the Philippians was 
one of four “Prison Epistles” 
written during that time. 

St. Paul wrote these words, “I 
can do all things through 
Christ who gives me strength” 
while in prison facing some of 
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the worst trials of his life. 
Despite the threat of pain and 
death, he realized that God 
gives strength in ways that go 
beyond the good times and the 
pleasant moments. 

In our time, these words 
remind Christians of God's 
innite power and promise of 
provision. In times of trouble, 
d i fculty  and doubt ,  we 
Christians often turn to the 
words in Philippians 4:13 for 
p e r s p e c t i v e ,  h o p e ,  a n d 
strength. We use it as a banner 
of God's strength and power at 
work in our lives. The strength 
of Christ reaches right down 
into our turmoil and pain. The 
strength of Jesus Christ has 
the power to heal the sick, free 
t h e  o p p r e s s e d ,  m o v e 
mountains (Mathew 17:20), 
break chains (Acts 12:7), and 
defeat death (Hebrews 2:14). 

Also in Paul 's  letter ,  he 
encourages Christians to be 
content in all things and to look 
to Christ for strength in doing 
so. He wrote about the need to 
nd  “ j oy , ”  “peace , ”  and 
“contentment” in present 
circumstances. As someone 
living under house arrest at the 
time, he understood what it 

means to be in difcult times. 
He wrote, 

“For I have learned to be content 
whatever the circumstances. I 
know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret 
of being content in any and 
every situation, whether well 
fed or hungry, whether living in 
plenty or in want”

F ind ing  con ten tment  in 
difcult circumstances is 
difcult for even the most 
strong-hearted believer. When 
times are tough and things are 
not going the way we plan, as 
seems to be the case all around 
us in our society today, many a 
time, frustration, despair and 
discouragement can set in. St. 
Paul understood this better 
than most. In his letter to the 
Corinthians, he wrote, 

“Therefore I will boast all the 
m o r e  g l a d l y  a b o u t  m y 
weaknesses, so that Christ's 
power may rest on me. That is 
why, for Christ's sake, I delight 
in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in 
difculties. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong.” (2 
Corinthians 12:9-10). 

In a t ime when his own 
circumstances were difcult, 
Paul turned to Christ for the 
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strength to be content and still 
have joy. Paul had faced times 
of abundance; he had also 
faced many trials for his faith. 
The same power that could 
deliver him from prison was the 
p o w e r  t h a t  w a s  d a i l y 
transforming Paul's heart to 
become more like Christ's own. 
Paul looked unto the spiritual 
provision of Jesus Christ to 
nd strength, hope, joy, peace, 
and contentment even in his 
darkest moments. It is this 
power that transforms hearts 
and frees minds oppressed by 
the discouragement of present 
circumstances.  

The question then is? Who do 

YOU turn to for strength in 

difcult moments? Do you 
like St Paul turn to Christ for 
the strength to do all things, 
OR, do you look elsewhere. 
Child of God, do you truly 
believe you can do all things 
through Christ who gives you 
strength?

The focus in Philippians 4 is 
what you and I as believers can 
do through the strength that 
Christ gives us. This is not a 
promise that as Christians we 
will have superpowers or that 
they will be invincible or 
immune to life's challenges. 
Ins tead ,  the  promise  o f 

Philippians 4:13 is that we will 
have strength from the Lord to 
f a i t h f u l l y  e n d u r e  t h e 
difculties that arise in life. 
Just as Christ faithfully 
endured on the cross, we, His 
followers can faithfully endure 
the problems we face.

In  Chr is t ,  there  i s  t rue 
strength. In Him, there is hope, 
joy, and peace that surpass all 
understanding and situations 
(Philippians 4:7). This, Paul 
himself experienced rsthand, 
and later professed in his letter 
to the Philippians. In this, Paul 
revealed his greatest secret to 
the Philippians, the secret of 
total dependence on God. 
And, it is a secret Christians 
today share in, one that is 
encouraging and life-giving. 

In Christ, we have joy even in 
difcult situations. That is 
what truly sets us apart as 
followers of Jesus, for we can 
nd victory in the most difcult 
trials. James tells us 

“Consider it pure joy, my 
brothers, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, because 
you know that the testing of 
y o u r  f a i t h  d e v e l o p s 
perseverance. Perseverance 
must nish its work so that you 
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may be mature and complete, 
not lacking anything.” (James 
1:24).

Christ gives us the strength to 
not only endure the tough 
t imes ,  but  a lso  to  grow 
spiritually during them. As our 
faith blossoms right in the face 
of our battles, God equips us 
with the armor we need to 
stand rm: 

“Therefore put on the full armor 
of God, so that when the day of 
evil comes, you may be able to 
stand your ground, and after 
you have done everything, to 
stand.” (Ephesians 6:13). 

That is the kind of strength that 
Jesus gives.

Finally, Philippians 4:13 is part 
of  a larger passage that 
addresses Christ's ability to 
meet our needs. Christ can give 
contentment during times of 
plenty and of poverty. He can 

help us do all things through 
His strength. In Paul's case, it 
was the strength to serve as a 
missionary despite facing 
intense suffering. In our lives, 
this same strength is available. 
John 15:4,5,7  tells us, 

“Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide 
in me… 

Apart from God we can do 
nothing. (John 15:5)

Whatever is our circumstance, 
Christ's power can enable us to 
stand rm on His promises and 
endure the most difcult of 
l i f e ' s  c h a l l e n g e s .  P a u l 
concludes this passage with 
these words: “My God will meet 
all your needs according to the 
riches of his glory in Christ 
Jesus. To our God and Father 
be glory for ever and ever, 
Amen” (verses 19–20).
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Keep Looking Unto 

JESUS
Bro Johnpaul Marcillinus Ezema

Phone: 08068814145; Email: brojohnpaulezema@gmail.com 
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WHERE a person looks or WHAT a person looks at 
determines WHERE he goes or WHAT happens to 
him. That is, "Where you look determines where you 
go. WHAT you look at determines what happens to 
you." There are two instruments a person can use to 
see: the EYES and the MIND. So anyone who wants 
to see well must keep his eyes and mind sound.

1. THE SOUND EYES

The sound eyes is an eye that looks at anything and gives that thing its 
true value. That is to say that when you see a cat and calls it a tiger, 
then your eye is not sound. Again if you see money and sees 
everything, or you see house and sees everything or you see cars and 
sees everything, then your eye is not sound.

The Scriptures says, "The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is 
sound, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is not sound, 
your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness!( Mt.6:22-23). If your eyes is not 
sound, your powerful leg cannot walk or run fast. Your strong hand 
cannot ght well. It takes the eyes for the leg to see or for the hands to 
see. The Optometrist (special eyes Doctor) does advice you to take care 

(Heb.12:2)
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of your eyes by saying: do not wear your eye glasses to swim or sleep, 
wear safety glasses if are doing any domestic project, see an eye doctor 
at least once in two years, eat balance diet etc. If the eyes of the body 
need such attention, how much more the eyes of the soul (mind) and 
eyes of the human spirit(conscience).

2. THE SOUND MIND

The mind is the most restless part of the soul and also the most tasked. 
It is the thinking part of the soul. A mind is sound if it gives a temporal 
objects or creatures their temporary positions. Whenever, your mind 
start to give eternal value to temporary things, then you are losing 
your sound mind. And your life is heading to great darkness. If you 
desire sound mind, you should seek advice, encouragement and 
discussion from God fearing persons. You should read good books as 
many as you can and as regular as possible. You should give Bible 
reading and Bible study a healthy position in your life. (Col.3:2, 
Rom.12:2, Rom.8:5-8, Phil.4:8)

3. 	WHERE AND WHAT DOES THE WORLD LOOK AT?
Looking, here, means concentration. A person can see something but 
don't look at the thing. You can see a thing but don't look at it. Looking 
takes more attention, concentration and focus. It is one thing to see 
and another thing to look.

Whenever the world sees money, they look at it as an end. They see 
money as where they are going. They see money as what they are 
pursuing. They look at beauty as an end. They regard human help as 
the ultimate. They look at wealth, power and inuence as the only 
security. They look at women and wine as the super source of 
pleasure. They don't know that from the beginning it was not so.

You desire and do not have; so you kill. And you covet and cannot 
obtain; so you ght and wage war. You do not have, because you do not 
ask. (Jam.4:2). The world look at killing as the instrument to having 
anything they want. They look at ghting as a tool to obtain whatever 
they desire. But God fearing people obtain all they desire by ASKING 
(asking correctly; asking with good intentions and asking by faith in 
God's goodness). We must learn not to look like the world because the 
Sacred Scriptures reveals to us that friendship with the world is 
enemity with God."Unfaithful creatures! Do you not know that 
friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore, whoever 
wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God 
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(Jam.4:4). Whenever the world meet challenges, they retire to 
complaining, blaming, pointing ngers, ghting and killing in order to 
solve their problems and get their heart desire. But for believers, 
whenever they meet with challenges, they are expected to,"Have no 
anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus (Phil.4:6-7).

3. 	WHY MUST WE KEEP ON LOOKING UNTO JESUS?

a) Without Christ, we are poor, strangers, hopeless and Godless 
(Eph.2:12-13)

"remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near in the 
blood of Christ" Life without Christ is useless, hopeless, meaningless 
and darkness. When we look into Christ, we survive by promise, not by 
mere human effort. (This does not mean we should not make effort, 
but our efforts need a touch of favour to bear testimonial fruit). If we 
look away from Christ, we begin to see human help as ultimate, we 
begin to trust in Chariots and human weapons. The Sacred Scriptures 
reveals, 'Thus says the Lord: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man 
and makes esh his arm, whose heart turns away from the Lord.' 
(Jer.17:5)

b) 	The whole world is under the inuence of the evil world (1 Jn.5:19). 

Another reason why e should look into Jesus is because "We know that 
we are of God, and the whole world is in the power of the evil one." (1Jn. 
5:19). The evil one has made the world difcult and terrible. There are 
betrayal, deception, poverty, demonic leadership, both in politics and 
in the Churches, frustration and destruction. Jesus told us, "I have 
said this to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you have 
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world.”(In.16:33). This life is no longer peaceful; insecurity. The poor 
are crying, the rich are wailing, children are lamenting, elders are 
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groaning. The person you are running to for help is also running 
around looking for help. Those who were rich yesterday are begging for 
food today. Those who were in palace suddenly become slaves. Those 
who were strong yesterday suddenly become gabbage in the hospital. 
Nothing is permanent on Earth, the wealth, the riches, the pleasures, 
all of them pass away. Nothing we possess here is eternal except 
Christ.Therefore,we must keep looking into Him so that we will be 
radiant and that our faces shall not be put to shame(Ps.34:5)

c) 	This age is full of sadness and inrmities (2Esd. 4:27)

"For it will not be able to bring the things that have been promised to 
the righteous in their appointed times, because this age is full of 
sadness and inrmities." It is sad to know that there are some of your 
destiny helpers that cannot help you now because the life is difcult 
for them. Some promises are hanging; some good behavior are not 
rewarded. The foundation is destroyed, the righteous are struggling. 
There is no refuge anywhere. Friends have suddenly turned to enemy; 
lovely husbands have turned to tigers. Sweet wives are turning to 
whore in order to maintain ego before friends. What is really 
happening to us? Prayers seem as if God is deaf. Sicknesses no longer 
have cure, famine is now annual experience. To whom shall we go? 
Jesus is the answer. St Peter encourages us, "Simon Peter answered 
him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
(Jn.6:68). Jesus Christ is the only true help! 

d) 	We have this treasure in earthen vessel (2Cor. 4:7)

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the 
transcendent power belongs to God and not to us." The treasure we are 
carrying is the Word of Salvation and its power. But our bodies are 
earthly, it has much weaknesses. They are prone to fear, doubt, 
anxiety and worry. So, the only thing we need to do to overcome is to 
look into Jesus who conquered fear, doubt, worries and anxieties. Our 
human intelligence and boldness are full of deciencies. Just now you 
are trusting your ability, the next second you will be shocked at your 
deciencies and ignorance. At such cross-road, the only place to look 
upon is Jesus, the Word of God and Food of Angels. 

25

May 2021 - May 2022 Vol. 17 No. 8      WATER MAGAZINE



e) 	Vain is the help of man. (Ps.108:12, 116:11)

“O grant us help against the foe, for vain is the help of man!"
Any man who is looking and hoping on man is doomed. In short, the 
prophet Jeremiah puts it this way, "Thus says the Lord: “Cursed is the 
man who trusts in man and makes esh his arm, whose heart turns 
away from the Lord. He is like a shrub in the desert and shall not see 
any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, 
in an uninhabited salt land."(Her.17:5-6). It is foolishness to look for 
help where there is no help. Let us look into Jesus, the ultimate source 
of all true help.

4. HOW DO WE LOOK UNTO JESUS?

a) "He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, will he 
not also give us all things with him?" (Rom..8:32). Let your heart 
always hold this words. God who gave up His own son for our sake will 
not allow us die in shame. It is true that evil is in increase but God is 
still the most generous. As many as are looking unto Jesus, God will 
rescue and bless them. 

b)  "Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What 
shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the Gentiles seek all these 
things; and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But 
seek rst his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
shall be yours as well." (Mt. 6:31-33, Phil.3:2). You can see how 
difcult it is to look unto Jesus. Jesus says, do not be anxious. How 
can we not be anxious in a world like ours? There are uncertainties 
everywhere. Nobody can be trusted. There is no food; the little food 
available is too costly. There is no money, there is no job; the little 
available jobs are occupied by ghost workers. The cost of training 
children makes parents age quicker and prone to early grave. But 
Jesus says we should rst seek the kingdom of heaven. St Paul advise 
us to, "Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are 
on earth." Do not trust on anything on Earth. NOTHING HERE IS 
WORTH DYING FOR! Let us live and die in Christ. Let us boast in the 
Lord (1Cor.1:31).

c) Stop complaining, stop grumbling. Stop blaming everybody." Do all 
things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless 
and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in 
the world" (Phi.2:14-15)
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d)  Get ready to be insulted and abused for the sake of Christ. "
" By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the 
people of God than to enjoy the eeting pleasures of sin. He considered 
abuse suffered for the Christ greater wealth than the treasures of 
Egypt, for he looked to the reward. (Heb.11:24-26). Moses was to get 
inheritance from Pharoah, he was comfortable with the Egyptian food, 
environment and government but he was looking unto Jesus. So he 
did not regard the insults he would suffer together with the people of 
God. Stop thinking that God is deceiving us, He is not deceiving us. 
Stop regretting why you are serving God, you did not make mistake; 
serving God is the best choice. At the end God will always beautify His 
own.

5.  BENEFITS OF LOOKING UNTO JESUS

a)	 You shall not be ashamed

"Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed." 
(Ps.34:5)
You may pass through waters, you may walk through re(Is.43:2), but 
God is determined to keep His covenant with those who are calling 
Him through Christ. God may come late, from human calculation, but 
any time he comes is latest. He compresses time and gives tremendous 
recovery and restoration (Hag.1:8-9)

b) 	You shall enjoy security

For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
show his might in behalf of those whose heart is blameless toward 
him. (2Chron.16:9). With the eyes of our heart,we look unto God and 
He allows His eyes to move around to watch over us so that evil shall 
not overcome us. For those who look unto Jesus, God look to and fro 
around them to protect them from danger and shame.

d)  God shall work for you (Is.64:4)

"From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen 
a God besides thee, who works for those who wait for him." Looking 
unto Jesus means waiting for Jesus in times of confusion and 
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discouragement. Instead of running from herbalist to shrine; from 
occultic wealthy man to immoral partner for sinful agreement, you 
decide to wait and look into Jesus, even if he comes late. In such 
situations, God will begin to work for you; it is his promises, let us 
trust his faithful promises as we look unto Jesus in all conditions.

e)  Our God throws stones in our favour (Josh.10:11)

"And as they ed before Israel, while they were going down the ascent 
of Beth-hor′on, the Lord threw down great stones from heaven upon 
them as far as Aze′kah, and they died; there were more who died 
because of the hailstones than the men of Israel killed with the sword."

As we look into Jesus, the Lion on the throne, he wages war against 
our foes. It is interesting to know that our God can throw stones in 
order to rescue us from the powers of darkness and evil people. Let us 
keep our eyes xed on Christ, he is our battle winner. Fear not, it may 
be difcult for a while but we have the winner on our side.

Remember, Jesus is the hope of the Gentles (Mt.12:21)
Remember, Jesus is our wisdom, our righteousness, our 
sanctication and our redemption (1Cor.1:30-31)
Remember, Jesus is our light and our salvation (Jn.8:12)

Conclusion
Nobody can help you like Jesus. Even when the situations are very 
difcult, there is the God who works for you. Let us not be distracted 
by the properties of the wicked. It is really challenging but we are not 
moving sight but by faith. Life may be difcult today but tomorrow is 
pregnant and with Jesus, it will give birth to testimonies and 
miraculous fruitfulness. Resist anxiety and worry. Reject fear and 
doubt; God is waiting for those who are waiting for him. As this 
Diocese is gradually returning to paganism, we must stand up for 
Jesus and say no to the worship of godless God's and also open our 
mouth to speak against the discouraging advices of religious church 
goers. May God cause our eyes to keep looking into Jesus so that we 
shall not sink like Peter on the waters.
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When I think of purity, I think of a bride 
on her wedding day, twirling in her 
iridescent white dress. This is the 

image that comes to mind, maybe it's because 
when purity is taught in church or elsewhere, it 
is usually in the context of saving your virginity 
until marriage. I have found as I walked with 
Jesus, that purity is much more than the lusts 
of your esh, although that one is huge. Purity 
is physical, mental and spiritual. 

Purity dened is freedom from anything that contaminates; it is 
stainless and clean. Often, our lives can often look anything like that; 
they can tend to be messy. But here's the good news, we actually 
have control over a lot of what we allow into our lives; the things and 
people we allow into our hearts and minds, the things we watch, read 
and listen to. Purity is given to us by Jesus and we are made new in 
Him, yet, it is a conscience choice to choose how we live and what we 
allow into our lives. But why is living a pure life important? Many are 
the answers, staying pure is much more practical than we think. Of 
course there are struggles, especially physically at times (singles, 
you can testify). Some of you have mouths like sailors (admit it!) and 

Living A Life of Purity
By Dr.(Mrs,) Chioma Lydia Ejikeme Department of Mathematics' 

Faculty of Physical Sciences, University of Nigeria, Nsukka.
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some of us watch and listen to things that could be in a grey area. So, 
how can we stay pure in thoughts and actions?

 Stay in God's Word: Psalm 119.9; Phil. 4.8
 Jesus paid the price so we can do this: 2 Corinth 5: 15,20-21.
 What goes in, must come out: Prov. 4.23
 Your purity is a light to others: Hebrews 12.1
 Surround yourself with other pursuing Christ: 2 Timothy 2.22
 Use wisdom: Romans 8.6

Purity is a weight that doesn't have to weigh us down. It's a burden 
that is beautiful, it is meant to catapult us into not just looking more 
like Jesus, but acting like Him as well. It bears fruit that makes our 
lives so full.

Let me start by clarifying, just because you are a virgin does not 
mean you are pure. Lack of clarication on these two entities can 
secure a life of sin even though the individual is clinically a virgin. 
Single and married believers are called into a life of purity. Yes, you 
read that right, your call to purity does not end on your wedding 
night [see Hebrews 13:4].

Spiritual and Physical Purity

So now that I have shown you that your call to purity does not end on 
your wedding night, we can embark on this journey of guring out 
how to practically be pure in heart both spiritually and physically. 
My aim is to get you as a reader to understand that quest for purity 
starts in the spiritual before it is manifested in the physical.

Purity is a lifestyle requirement for believers, there is no select few or 
strong that are specially chosen to be pure. As a child of God, you 
have access to purity! Rebuke every voice that is saying things like 
“I can't stop having premarital sex”, “If I said I wanted to stop having 
sex, my partner will leave me”, “I can think about sex, as long as I 
don't actually do it, after all, I can look as long as I do not touch”, 
“why do I need a ring to have sex?”, “God probably hates me because I 
am having sex”. These statements are majorly problematic because 
they show a lack of understanding of the authority you possess 
as a believer.
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And no, God does not hate you because you are having 
premarital sex. However, He is NOT pleased that you have chosen to 
deny the power and authority to overcome this sin. God will always 
hate sin, He does not delight in the spiritual oppression of His 
children but what you need to understand is that as a believer, you 
are called to be pure each day of the year, but you are not tasked to 
do this alone, you have the help of His Holy Spirit. These words 
may seem harsh, but remember the standard of God does not 
punish you, but it protects you.
Purity Begins in Your Heart

Your purity begins in your heart and the manifestation of your 
purity is in your actions. A believer who is pure will not fornicate 
(pre-marital sex), and will also refuse to foster destructive thoughts. 
This is the expectation of Jesus as He stated in Matthew 5:28. We are 
called to take all thoughts that sets itself up against the 
knowledge of God captive, and bring it under the subjection of 
Christ Jesus (2 Corinth 10:5). This means a believer will avoid 
pornographic content at all costs and stay away from immodest 
situations that can make impure thoughts ood their heart.

Commit Daily

Just like many things in life, purity is a decision that requires a 
daily commitment. Yes, you need the Holy Spirit to alert you to the 
presence of traps and temptations. However, your Spirit will seldom 
be sensitive to something you have no regard to start or stop doing. 
Let us look at the story of Joseph who was sold into slavery as a 
teenager. Joseph ends up working as a slave-boss in Potiphar's' 
house. On several occasions, Potiphar's wife tries to get Joseph to 
sleep with her. In her last attempt, Joseph tells her he cannot 
commit such wickedness against God. I want to assure you that 
Joseph did not make the decision to be pure in the moment that 
Potiphar's wife was tempting him. Joseph's commitment to purity 
was made long before Potiphar's wife, he just renewed his 
subscription by ensuring he was not successfully seduced. (Genesis 
39). You need to choose if you will follow God's standard of purity 
before being in sticky situations. 
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Purity Helps Create Clarity

Besides the many benets of not getting STD's, unplanned 
pregnancies, having lucid dreams, and soul ties, staying pure 
provides clarity. You ask how? Well, a person who is not led by 
the desires of their esh is able to reect on their relationships 
better. You are able to communicate without resorting to your body 
to solve issues. I can only imagine how many people out there would 
have been further in life if they ended toxic relationships earlier!

If you see your purity as an important component to fullling your 
purpose, would you make different decisions? You can read about 
Samson and how his inability to control his sexual desires cost him 
his purpose (Judges 13-16). An individual that is controlled by 
their sexuality will nd it difcult to have honest 
conversations. They will have difculty listening to Godly 
counsel. All of these issues are because they have submitted and 
surrendered authority to their esh instead of Jesus.

The Five R's

Now that I am done identifying the issues, Jesus died to provide 
absolution of sin. There is a way out! Take a moment to thank Jesus 
for the way out of sin that came from his death on the cross. Here are 
ve tips be pure AND remain pure, feel free to ask the Lord for more 
as this is not an exhaustive list.

Step 1: Repent

To repent means to ask for forgiveness in both speech and action. 
Your actions after repentance should not be the same as when 
you were in this sin. I would even ask that you take the bold step of 
separating from your sin partner. He/She may not be supportive in 
your decision to be pure and may try to manipulate you with your 
past actions. God is faithful and is ready to forgive and equip you for 
this step in life.

Step 2: Request

Request the help of the Holy Spirit. Look, you can try to be pure all 
you want in your own power. I guarantee the failure of this approach 
every single time. The only way to stay clean in this hyper 
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sexualized society is to ask for the help of the Holy Spirit. The 
truth is that no believer is above sexual temptation. The difference 
between those who indulge and do not, is the fear of God and help 
from His Holy Spirit. So make your request to stay pure known to 
God. I guarantee you will not regret it.

Step 3: Resolve

Resolve in your heart to stay pure at all costs. If this means that 
you start missing “boy's night” or “girl's trips”, then so be it. You may 
need to nd friends that are supportive of your spiritual health. I 
used to be team compromise to make others happy, but then my 
dream life was being attacked. This meant I was losing sleep. And 
when it comes to sleep, that's the line for me. So I had to vocalize my 
desires to my friends and they were supportive. Not everyone is going 
to be supportive, but trust me, they will be alright.

Protect your purity and nd friends that will help you and 
celebrate what God is doing in your life. In other words, you do not 
need friends that will invite your purity seeking self to sexually 
depraved events. You need friends that will not let you go to your 
boyfriend's house at 3 am. Friends who will keep you accountable.

Step 4: Require

Require that anyone that enters a relationship with you agrees with 
your vision to live in obedience and save sex for marriage. This 
means you need boundaries. This may be a difcult discussion to 
have, but I promise that you will not regret it. It is better to have an 
awkward conversation now, so you do not waste your time. Require 
that this person submits to mentors. It is important to have 
mentors that will counsel you on the best ways to be pure pre and 
post marriage.

Step 5: Relax

Relax! you are still a complete person. Society will try to make you 
feel like you will be old and miserable because you chose to uphold 
the standard of God in purity, but that is ok. I personally would 
prefer to spend eternity with Jesus than with a destiny 
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corruptor in the form of a life partner. Imagine Jesus returning in 
one of your multiple moments of weakness?

Remember that you can make your desire known to God to marry 
someone who shares His values. However, staying a virgin is not the 
ticket to a husband. You do not “earn” or “buy the right” to marriage 
because you haven't had sex in 35 years or in two months. God is a 
father, who will give you His best for you when you surrender to Him. 
Trust His timing not that of your parents, Focus on living in 
obedience and let God take care of your future. 
My Goodness! Was that not an amazing amount of wisdom? Purity is 
attainable y'all, and even in the society we live in, it is still a standard 
of God. Purity both physically and mentally allows us to walk in 
everything God has for us. I struggled with purity for a season in my 
life. I can honestly attest to the fact that if you make your request 
known to God, He will help you ght sin. God does not create 
standards that are unattainable! Repent, run from anyone or 
anything that caused you to sin, surround yourself with 
accountability and enjoy a life of purity.

Let us run after purity, let's chase it down because of the beauty it 
produces and the effect it has on everyone around us.
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Introduction 

 Many times when we think 
about holiness; it is related to 
sexual purity. However, God's 
word had much to say about it in 
regards to our heart, mind and 
soul. God calls us to live a life 
that is holy and free from evil 
and wicked ways. Moral purity 
should be our ultimate goal as 
we pursue to live in a way that 
honours God and remembers 
the sacrice of Jesus! 

What is your life like? Is 
the life you are living now in 
consonance with the life of 
Christ your foundation. For no 
other foundation can anyone lay 
than that which is laid in Christ 
Jesus (1 Corinthians 3:11). 
Jesus Christ has laid a strong 
foundation for us, foundation of 
living a holy life, abstaining from 
all kinds of evil in other to be 
pure. 

God had given human 
being a special participation in 
His own divine life in holiness 
and justice during creation. It is 
not in the plan of God for human 
being to suffer and die but 
human being has derailed from 

LIVING A LIFE OF HOLINESS 
(Colossians 3:8-10)

By Ugwuoke Gloria 
Divine Love Prayer Group, St. John's Parish Ugwuoye. Phone: 08164746159

the initial plan of God; Genesis 
3:7 recorded it thus: “As soon as 
they had eaten it (the fruit of the 
knowledge of good and evil), they 
were given understanding and 
realized that they were naked; so 
they sewed g leaves together 
and covered themselves.” That is 
the beginning of impurity in 
human life. They instantly lost 
the original grace of holiness, 
justice, harmony, intimate 
relation, abundant and divine 
life with God. 

The intimate relationship 
between human being and God 
depends on ones way of life. 
Throughout the Gospel, Jesus 
lived and died in intimate 
relationship with His beloved 
father. During His baptism, He 
was identied as a beloved son 
(Luke 3:22). Jesus Himself 
remained faithful to His identity 
as a beloved son throughout his 
ministry on earth. He never 
makes minimal effort without 
informing His father. The Gospel 
invites us today to claim our true 
identity as children of god 
through our attitude towards 
our neighbours and God as well. 
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Things that lead to impurity 

Lack of the knowledge of the 
word of God 

Jesus said to the Jews who 
had believed in him, “if you 
abide in my word, you are truly 
my disciples and you will know 
the truth, and the truth shall set 
you free. Many people perish 
b e c a u s e ,  t h e y  l a c k  t h e 
knowledge of the word of God. 
There is too much sin in the 
world today and yet people claim 
the name of Jesus and it is 
because, they lack the actual 
knowledge of the word of God. 
That is why it is stated in the 
book of John 4:22 thus: 

“You Samaritans do not 
really know who you worship; 
but we Jews know whom we 
worship; because it is from the 
Jews that salvation comes”. So, 
it is possible that people can be 
serving God without actually 
knowing who they are serving. 
But it is not possible to know the 
truth and still remain a slave to 
sin. If you are not pure in heart, 
you are dead to sin. Bible 
revealed it in Psalm 24:3-4 that 
only those who are pure in act 
and in thought, who do not 
worship idols or make false 
promises will have right to go up 
to the Lord's hill. Bible did not 
point those who donate huge 
amount of money to the church 

or those who are very close to the 
priests or those who are always 
in the church as those who will 
go up to His hill, rather, it says; 
those who are pure in act and 
thought. Check yourself, make a 
U-turn if you are not in the right 
track. The Bible said you must 
desist from the following sins in 
other to be pure for God's hill.

Fornication, Adultery, 
Lesbianism, Homosexualism, 
Masturbation, Ponography, 
Exam malpractices, Bribery, 
Sorcery, Kil l ing, Stealing, 
Blackmailing and all other kinds 
of evil.

You can go to the Lord 
through prayers, praises and 
supplication when you are pure 
in act and thought and God will 
surely identify you as His. 

The World Technology 

T e c h n o l o g y  h a s 
revolutionalized the world over 
the past 20 years but that 
revolution didn't come without a 
price. While there are some great 
benets to living in a tech-lled 
world, we also should consider 
some of the negative ways 
technology has changed our 
lives. 

With the usage of cell 
phones and computers, allowing 
access to the internet, social 
media and more, we now have 
no time for ourselves let alone 
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our spiritual lives. The period 
between 12am and 4am is 
usually used for mid-night 
prayers or night vigils for 
children of God. But since the 
inception of technology, mid-
night prayers had gone. Many 
stay up far to mid-night texting 
friends or scrolling through 
social media. It's hard to put the 
devices away even when they are 
tired; the hours we cannot use 
for prayers. 

Both kids and adults alike 
spend countless hours watching 
funny cat videos, blue lms and 
other mindless amusements. 
The site will keep on sucking us. 
Some people after watching 
such site will like to practice 
what they saw. Those who have 
covenant with their God not to 
break their virginity till after 
wedding will be pushed into 
doing that after watching such 
videos. Kids who play video 
games constantly don't get time 
for their Block Rosary Prayers 
and Catechism classes. These 
are places where a child should 
grow up in and learn how to live 
a life of purity but technology 
has turned them down. 

Technology leaves us 
feeling isolated. Bible said that 
an id le  mind is  a  devi l 's 
workshop. The attachment to 
our devices makes us to lack 
human contact. Electronic 
communication hurts your 

personal relationship. It stops 
you from attending your Bible 
study fellowship or prayer 
meeting of any organization you 
belong to. It stops you from 
studying and meditating on your 
Bible. Today, people hardly go 
out with their Bible, no matter 
the type of program they are 
attending. They will tell you “I 
have Bible in my phone. Arrival 
of phone has made our spiritual 
lives stunted. Many young men 
and women have turn to cyber 
bully, stealing people's money 
and as well killing people with 
the help of technology. 

Brothers and sisters, Lord 
Jesus Christ is calling us to use 
every gift of this world and our 
body in a way of truth for He says 
in Luke 11:34-35 “Your eyes is 
the lamp of your body. When 
your eyes are healthy, your 
whole body also is full of light. 
But when they are unhealthy, 
your body a lso  is  fu l l  o f 
darkness. See to it then that the 
light within you is not darkness. 
Do not allow technology to lead 
you astray rather create a 
balancing act if you must use 
technology. 

Desire for quick money 

There is a comment which 
states that “both money and 
material things are needed to 
keep life going”. It is true, but 
that should not deprive you from 
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seeking the kingdom of God. 
Many people desire to be rich 
and wealthy so that they shall 
lack nothing but what matters is 
how you make your money. The 
desire to make quick money has 
led many souls to early grave 
and the Bible said: 

Your eyes are too pure to 
approve evil and you cannot look 
at wickedness with favour. Why 
do you look with favour on those 
who deal treacherously? Why 
are you silent when the wicked 
s w a l l o w  u p  t h o s e  m o r e 
righteous than they? (Habakkuk 
1:13). You should not approve 
evil in anything, both in making 
money and in spending money 
because many people involve 
themselves in cultism to make 
money. Every cult group has 
some persisting organizational 
structure. Some cults subsist on 
donation from their followers, 
several institute membership 
fees and others start businesses 
of their own but in all, common 
symbols, common culture, 
common vocabulary, common 
rituals and a common hero icon 
a r e  i n v o l v e d .  A l l  t h e s e 
engagements and action make 
one impure. 

Many people jump at the 
opportunity to make money 
quick. You may be paid to 
participate in a program where 
people are duped. Like facebook, 

twitter is a huge social network 
that is growing all the time. 
Tweeter is used for legitimate 
business, yet people are being 
duped through it. Whatever 
thing that wi l l  dent your 
relationship with God no matter 
the amount of money you will 
earn from it make you impure. 

Many young girls get into 
prostitution just to make both 
ends meet. Prostitution at 
different levels have been a 
means of making money for both 
unmarried and some married 
women and even some widows. 
Bible made it clear that “to the 
pure all things are pure, but to 
those who are deled and 
unbelieving nothing is pure, but 
both their mind and their 
conscience are deled'.  (Titus 
1:15). Make yourself pure as a 
child of God for James 1:27 said 
that pure and undeled religion 
in the sight of our God and 
father is thus: to visit orphans 
and widows in distress, and to 
keep oneself unstained by the 
world”. Try your best not to be 
stained and your salvation is 
certain.

Living a life of purity is
possible 

Whatever you are comes 
through Christ who shed His 
blood for your sanctication and 
salvation. Jesus wants us to 
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enjoy abundance life more than 
we even want to. And that is why 
He is ready to give out His grace 
willingly as the minister of all 
graces. Living a life of purity is 
possible through this grace. 
Only tap from the grace, nourish 
and nurture it and you will see 
yourself growing spiritually. 

Grace, strength or power 
to live a pure life cannot ow out 
of Jesus without Him approving 
it. He will automatically approve 
it as soon as you open up to him 
“Father this is what I need”. Just 
give yourself out to Jesus in 
truth and in action and He will 
shower you with abundance 
grace that will sustain your holy 
life. 

Be determined, always 
have the urge to hear the word of 
God. Always join the gathering of 
the children of God. Read and 
meditate in the word of God and 
nally pray always. 

Conclusion 

We who formally delighted 
in fornication, embrace chastity 
alone, we who formally used 
magic arts, dedicate ourselves to 
the good and unbegotten God; 
we who valued above all things 
the acquisition of wealth and 
possessions, now bring what we 
have into a common stock, and 
communicate to everyone in 
n e e d ,  w e  w h o  h a t e  a n d 
destroyed one another and on 
account of their different tribe, 
now since the coming of Christ, 
live familiarly with them, and 
pray for our enemies, and 
endeavour to persuade those 
who hate us unjustly to live in 
conformity with the good 
precepts of Christ to the end that 
they may become partakers with 
us of the same joyful hope of a 
reward from God the ruler of all. 
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Introduction

This topic is coming to us at this 

most critical time of security, 

economic, religious, social and 

health challenges in Nigeria. The 

word of God is asking us to 

understand that despite all the 

crisis at our hand (Psalm 100:3), 

He is God and we are still His 

children. God has the power to 

change all situations (Isaiah 

49:24-26) and we must trust Him 

for He is ready to ght our battles 

only if we can be still.

God's intervention in the lives 

of His children

T h e  p e o p l e  o f  I s r a e l i t e s 
experienced the divine power of 

God when they were rescued from 
the apparent superior power of the 
Egyptians at the Red Sea (Exodus 
14:13). God instructed Moses to 
strike his stick over the sea and it 
was divided for the Israelites to 
pass through. The Egyptians were 
however drowned by the sea. 
In Exodus Chap 15:22-27, the 
children of Israelites became 
thirsty that they complained 
bitterly. The water they met at 
Marah was bitter that they could 
not drink it. Moses threw a tree into 
the water and it automatically 
became sweet and good for 
drinking. Moses in Exodus 17:1-7 
also provided water to the Israelites 
by striking the rock with his stick.

The spies that were sent to spy the 
promised land came back with 
terrifying reports. According to 
them, the Israelites were like 

Be still 
And Know that I am GOD 

(Psalm 46:10)

BRO (PROF) CHRIS D NWANI Phone: 08037509910; Email:chris.nwani@unn.edu.ng
Jesus Reigns Prayer Group, St Peter's Chaplaincy, University of Nigeria Nsukka

40



grasshopper to the enemies. 
Joshua and Caleb (Numbers 
13:25) however gave faithful and 
encouraging reports. The Israelites 
through the help of God Almighty 
were able to defeat the enemy 
camp. 

Child of God, whose report do you 
believe especially at this critical 
period in our country Nigeria? Do 
you believe the report of God or that 
of Man? We must be focused and 
persistent in our trust of God. 
Moses was able to lead the 
Israelites because of his trust of 
God. 

When a group of prophets in 2 King 
2: 1-16 informed Elisha that his 
master Elijah will soon be taken 
away from Him, Elisha did not 
panic. He was still knowing fully 
the God he was serving. When the 
King of Israel was agitated due to 
the extreme hunger in the land and 
demanded the head of Elisha 
(2King 7: 1-2), Elisha was still and 
made a declaration. He told the 
King that by this time tomorrow, he 
will be able to buy in Samaria three 
Kilograms of wheat for one piece of 
silver. The personal assistant to the 
King doubted Elisha's prediction to 
the detriment of his life.

W h e n  t h e  S y r i a n  a r m y 
commanders and ghting forces 
besieged Elisha at Dothan, Elisha's 
servant was terried. When he 
informed his master Elisha on the 
s i tua t i on ,  E l i sha  was  s t i l l 
remembering that God is in 
control.

When Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego (Dan 3: 25) were thrown 

to the burning furnace because of 
their belief and trust in God, they 
were still and trusted God. The 
forth man appeared in the re to 
the surprise of Nebuchadnezzar 
who later ordered that the three 
men should be released. He 
however ordered that the accusers 
should be burnt in the same re. 
Nebuchadnezzar himself was 
converted.

Daniel was also thrown into the 
lion's den (Daniel 6: 11-20). He was 
still and trusted God Almighty. Our 
God saved Daniel as the lions 
instead of devouring him became 
his best friends in the den. All the 
accusers of Daniel were however 
devoured by the same lions. The 
word of God in Psalm 91 states that 
a thousand will fall by your side 
and ten thousand by your left but 
you will not be harmed.  God said 
in the book of Isaiah 43: that He will 
give up nations because of us. The 
word of God in Habakkuk Chap 2 
said that those who are evil will not 
surv i ve  but  those  who  are 
righteous will triumph. The name 
of Jesus Christ is capable of 
destroying our enemies. The 
Egyptians you see today you shall 
see no more (Exodus 14:13) if only 
we will believe His word.

Conclusion 

My brethren, let us stop worrying 
over the current situations in 
Nigeria and build our trust in God. 
A day spent in the house of the Lord 
is better than thousands of years 
outside (Psalm 84:10). Be still and 
know that God is in control even in 
Nigeria crisis.
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Introduction

A rock or stone is something 
everlasting and cannot be affected 
by forces of weather. Rock is 
natural and often needs no 
purications unlike rod or iron 
that go through re-ning. A typical 
example is the Aso Rock in Abuja, 
Nigeria. Most beautiful mansions 
are made with rock. Even golds 
and silvers are found in rocks. 
Biblically, rocks is symbolic and 
mean something that is ageless 
and resistance to external and 
internal forces or pressure.

Jesus is the rock that never fails. 
According to Psalm 18:2, the Lord 
is my solid rock, my fortress, my 
deliverer in whom I take refuge. 
Paul in the book of I Cor. 10:4 
described Jesus as rock himself. 
The book of Mathew 21: 42 
declared Jesus as the stone or 
rock rejected by the builders that 

has become the chief cornerstone. 
The word of God in Mathew 7: 24-
28 reminded us that whoever 
obeys God's word is like a house 
built on rock that can resist 
storms of all kinds. Jesus in 
Mathew16:18 said “And I tell you, 
you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my Church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.

Storms of Life that can act on 
the Rock

We as believers and children of 
God are the new rocks. There are 
several storms or weathers that 
can act on us either to destroy or 
pull us down. They include:

(i) A c a d e m i c  a n d  r e l a t e d 
c h a l l e n g e s :  I t  m a y  b e 
N E C O , W A E C ,  J A M B , 
University, college, and other 
professional examinations. It 

The Rock that Never Fails 
(1pet 2: 7)

BRO (PROF) CHRIS D NWANI: Jesus Reigns Prayer Group, 
St Peter's Chaplaincy, University of Nigeria Nsukka

Phone: 08037509910; Email: chris.nwani@unn.edu.ng
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is important to know that 
many people have passed 
these exams and our case will 
not be different if only we can 
pray and put in more efforts.

(ii) Unemployment: This problem 
has weighed may children of 
God down. It is important 
that children of God should 
start from lower jobs and 
gradually move to higher 
ones. It is also important that 
we use our hands and 
create something that will 
yield money for us. We can 
c r e a t e  e m p l o y m e n t  b y 
ourselves instead of waiting 
for the government or others 
to employ us.

(iii) Marital issues: It is important 
that we make Jesus the 
bedrock of our marriage. 
S u r r e n d e r  e v e r y t h i n g 
concerning your marriage to 
Him and He will take control.

(iv) Business challenges: The 
downturn of the economy of 
Nigeria has taken a big toll on 
many small  and middle 
business enterprise as many 
of them have collapsed. 
Believers should know that 
this situation is not peculiar 
to them alone and must 
manage with the little prots 
in their business believing 
that things may turn around 
in future.

(v) Challenges of living a life of 
holiness: This has been a 
great challenge to the children 
of God. The bible says that 
without holiness no eyes shall 
see God (Hebrew 12:14). 
Again, our body is the temple 
or dwelling place of the holy 
spirit (1Cor. 6:19). We should 
strive to be holy because the 
G o d  w e  s e r v e  i s  h o l y 
(1Pet1:16). On our strength 
we cannot do this. We must be 
in Christ to achieve holiness. 
This demands prayers on our 
side for God to give us the 
grace to be holy everyday of 
our lives.

Conclusion

In all these, we must note that 
Jesus is the unshakable and 
infallible rock (IPet2:7) and where 
He is we shall also be. Rock is 
s t a b l e ,  d u r a b l e  a n d 
indestructible. A house built on 
rocks can never fall. Once we allow 
Christ to dwell in us, we shall 
triumph. He is the same today, 
yesterday and forever (Heb13:8). 
He is that rock that provides water 
for the tasty (Ex 17:6), shelter for 
the needy (1King 19:3-9) and the 
rejected stone (rock) but now the 
corner stone (1Pet 2:4-8). He is 
always there for us in times of 
need (Isaiah 43: 1-2). He never 
forsakes His people (Isaiah 42:6) 
especially those who put their 
trust in Him. Whoever He sets free 
is free indeed. We must put all our 
trust in Him (Heb.11:6) and 
believe that He is there for us even 
in times of needs or distress.
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Interview 
WITH RT. REV MSGR. DR. THADEO ONOYIMA 

PARISH PRIEST, ST. VICTOR'S PARISH ONUIYI, NSUKKA DIOCESE

Water Magazine: Tell us a little story of your 
humble beginning

Msgr. Onoyima:I was born at Umundu, Udenu 
L.G.A and was the 11th and last born, seven 
having died remaining four. I started primary 
school at St Paul's Umundu in 1942 but later 
followed my brother late Mr. Mike Onoyima to 
Ekwegbe. I was at Ekwegbe from 1948, to 1952 
carrying babies for Mike's wife. In 1953, late Mr. 
Simon Onoyima took me to Obollo-Afor to start 
Standard two. I was however stubborn in his house and contemplated 
going home to join my mother but one Headmaster late Mr. Nnamani 
advised me against such plan. I was spoilt by my grandmother. I was 
later baptized and conrmed in 1950. The Europeans were in charge of 
catechism and took time to teach us about the soul which they say last 
forever. I was attracted by the life style and conducts of the European 
priests. In 1954, I was called back to Nsukka to carry another newly 
born child of Mike Onoyima. I later did Standard six at St Christopher 
Ezimo. During my early life, I play a lot of masquerade. Our 
masquerade later graduated to Agaba-Idu and I was in charge of 
carrying it. The Agaba-idu wears some charms and a life fowl. I was very 
obedient to my father and he use to take me to meetings but before we 
set off my father use to lick certain concoctions and always give me to 
lick too. During my child hood, I also play with catapult. We use to shoot 
at fowl only to enjoy how they struggle when they are hit by the stone. 
When I entered the seminary, all these characters however changed. 
One pagan had earlier challenged me when he heard that I was nursing 
the ambition to enter the seminary.  He said that if I nally become a 
priest that he too will become a Bishop. His wife also said that she will 
become a Rev. Sister if I become a Priest.

I took entrance to seminary and passed All Hallows Seminary Onitsha 
but failed standard six due to heavy work at home. I then threw away 
the idea of going to the seminary and went back to carrying 
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masquerade. Late Rev Fr Jonathan Mbah wrote a letter to me and 
reminded me of my earlier quest to become a priest. This single letter  
revived me and changed my life forever. He was the only priest in our 
town then. I later repeated standard six, took the rst position and was 
selected on merit to do PTC at Iwollo. I had also taken the entrance 
exam for the seminary. After passing the PTC exam, I refused to go for 
the interview and this got a lot of people angry. I told my parents and 
siblings that I will pass the entrance to the seminary. The seminary 
results were later released and I passed but the problem was how to 
raise the £1 deposit. At the end of serious struggle, the money was 
raised but I was late to the interview. Late Bishop Simon Okafor pleaded 
with the rector to organize an interview for me and I passed. The £1 
deposit was later waived as I had paid it the previous year when I did not 
continue. 

When I returned to the village during the holidays, my friends 
abandoned and isolated me as I could not join them in the masquerade 
activities. My parents bought one ne wooden box for me and must 
contain all my belongings when going back to school. That was how I 
learnt to detach myself from worldly things. Each time I returned to the 
seminary, I was synonymous with dust. I was cajoled a lot and the 
poverty I suffered aggravated the entire thing. In the seminary, we were 
trained to obey the authority. In 1964, we took the GCE London and I 
failed due to too many distractions.  I was given many assignments and 
posts in the school and I was always thinking of how to pay the 
accumulated fees and other nancial difculties. When Bishop Eneje 
came, he introduced the sciences and about 50 seminarians were 
expelled. I became afraid and started nursing the idea of leaving the 
seminary. I went to my spiritual director and explained my condition to 
him. He counselled me and said “This is how it is”. After that encounter, 
I settled down psychologically. I later passed the GCE London and in 
1964, we started Apostolic work. I was afraid of going to secondary 
school to teach because of the fear that girls may snatch my vocation 
from me but fortunately I was posted to Ohum seminary where I 
introduced Biology and helped in revising their curriculum. I was 
nearly expelled from the seminary at the place but God saw me 
through. I lost my father during my second year in junior seminary 
(1960) and my mother during my rst apostolic work in 1966. We were 
the rst set of staff at St John Cross Seminary when it was opened in 
1965. I later entered the senior seminary at Bigard Memorial Seminary 
Enugu amidst nancial challenges.

In the heat of the civil war, we were asked to proceed to Rome for further 
studies. In February 1969, after graduation, I returned to teach at 
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Biggard Memorian Seminary (1978-2000). I taught the last two highest 
classes. I teach for instance John 1: 1 for one semester. During my stay 
at Biggard, I was national Chaplain Knight of St John International 
(KSJI), Chaplain UNEC (1978-1998), Chaplain Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal (CCRN) Old Enugu Diocese for 14 years. At Nsukka Diocese, I 
was the Vicar-General for 12 years and par-time lecturer at Spiritan 
Institute of Theology (SIST) for two years.

Water Magazine: As a former Chaplain of University of Nigeria Nsukka, 
what were your challenges?

Msgr. Onoyima: Bishop Okobo sent me to UNN and they challenged 
my posting. I went to UNN very happy but I met very formidable 
resistance and rejection from the community. I was however convinced 
that I was doing God's work. They gave me one year to quit but I was 
calm and able to control the situation. I saw open rejection but one 
thing remarkable happened. I had ulcer and spinal pains when I came 
to UNN but all these miraculously disappeared within this period. 
Again, I was faced with the problem of indecent dressing which I fought 
to stand still. I faced a lot of opposition from highly placed personality 
but I was successful in the ght. My slogan then and even now is that 
without morality, there will be no religion. I helped to take pregnant 
girls to DDL Ehalumona where they will be taken care of and prevent 
the abortion of the babies.
Water Magazine:As a lover of the youths, how do you encourage them 
at this hard time?

Msgr. Onoyima: There is no encouragement without helping the youth 
rst. How many of us have helped the youth? We must nd some of the 
youths and pay their school fees. You don't preach to a hungry person. 
The youth must be encouraged to get something doing. Charity is the 
best solution. I don't believe in ridding two or three cars when people 
are dying of poverty. The rst encouragement is the amount of charity 
we give them. We should make the youth realize that we are not better 
than them. The youth also must know that they are going to succeed 
the adults. They should avoid crime, yahoo yahoo, cultism, rituals, 
drug peddling and other crimes. God loves the youth but they must sit 
up and prepare for their family. I am currently writing a book titled 
“Nobody is a failure”. No condition is permanent as a millionaire today 
may suddenly become a beggar tomorrow and vice-versa. Again the 
youths should not run away from the church. 
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Water Magazine: The rate at which Catholic faithful go to other 
churches seeking for prayers is alarming. What is your advice?
Msgr. Onoyima: Some of the leaders of those churches are cheaters, 
occult and business men who use the church as a cover. They 
constantly preach on prosperity without sufferings. Jesus never 
preached prosperity. Suffering is not the end of it but spurs us to 
achieve more things. Even a pregnant woman suffers for up to 9 months 
before a child is born. Nothing come so easy. People should be serious 
with their lives. If your father does not have money to send you to 
school, please learn other trades. Many youths carry big phones and 
think that life ends with phones.

Water Magazine: What is your message for our young girls who are 
desperate to get husbands through different means?

Msgr. Onoyima: Many girls are not qualied in the rst place to marry. 
Many have done abortions several times. Some give themselves so 
easily because of money. One told me in one hospital that she had 
removed one fallopian tube. Another told me along the road that she did 
abortion several times. Girls should control themselves and pray for 
husbands. Boys are not enough to marry all the girls. Some think about 
those that have big money, cars etc. Even some mothers tell their gills to 
go out and nd rich husbands. Some insult boys who come to them. 
Some boys pretend to be poor and come to look for wives. Some ladies 
even look for those abroad especially those living at USA. Husband is 
not everything. Some who got husbands are in hell. Pray for God to give 
you your own. Don't rush so fast to become pregnant as a bait to get 
husbands. Some have been disappointed. I tell girls, if all of you want to 
marry, go to the prison and pull out all the prisoners. It is not easy to get 
a good husband or wife. If you get a bad husband you are in 
purgatory but if you get a bad wife, you are in hell. We also have 
saints in the family. 

Water Magazine: There is high rate of family crisis leading to 
separation or annulment of marriages in the church, what is your 
advice to these families? 

Msgr. Onoyima: Many are too much in hurry and not prepared 
nancially, emotionally, psychologically and spiritually. Some of the 
marriages were entered in deceit. Marriage cannot be contracted on 
lies. Some were even pushed into it. You must know the family 
background you want to enter and possibly the town. Adultery means 
nothing in some cultures or towns. Individuals must pray and ask for 
advice before entering the marriage institution. They should not look 
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for money as a priority however, some basic nancial base must be 
available for a successful marriage. 

Water Magazine: What lessons have we learnt from the COVID-19 
pandemic?

Msgr. Onoyima: Some who did not believe in the blessed sacrament 
now believe. Science has failed all of us. Some presidents of the world 
like the Italian president resorted to prayers. Another big lesson is that 
the world can destroy the world but God can save all of us.  People have 
now reduced their amboyant life style. COVID-19 has taught us to 
know that everything does not end on earth.It has made us to be 
prudent and careful about life. COVID-19 has shown us that God is 
superior to Sciences.

Water Magazine: What is your position on the herdsmen crisis and the 
Islamization agenda of the current administration?

Msgr. Onoyima: This is an open secret and a well-conceived agenda. 
They said that they want to deep the Koran in the ocean. Many 
communities have been displaced in several states, many have been 
kidnapped including students and the herdsmen now move about with 
guns (AK-47) and the government seems to be supporting them. Some 
of them in disguise of shoe polishing have entered every corners of our 
villages.  We must pray seriously against this agenda. Some of our 
Igwes who collect money and allow the herdsmen to operate must now 
change.

Water Magazine: What are your general advice to the people on this 
year's Pentecost?

Msgr. Onoyima: Our God is not asleep. Our faith should not dampen. 
The holy spirit is at work and our God is there for us. The blood of the 
martyrs are the seeds for Christianity. They killed so many people in 
Rome but today, Rome is the center of Christianity. They are ghting 
the church especially the Catholic because it was started by Christ. No 
matter what is happening, there is still God's hand in our country. The 
word of God says be still and know that I am with you. No Christian 
should be demoralized because of what is happening. It shall be well.
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* What is it that was paid for?
* How was the payment made?
* Why the payment?
* What are the hope of the benefactor?
* What do we offer in return for this benevolent                                                                        

love?

The question raised here will help to do justice to 
the above topic. It will be recalled that after the 
fall of our rst parents ( Adam and Eve), sin threw 
man into darkness and the devil took control over 
man. Man remained under this condition till Christ came and offered 
himself on the cross and nailed our sins completely, hence, cancelled 
the un favorable record of our debt with its binding rules ( Col.2:13-
14). By so doing, Christ has paid for our sins and brought us to life 
with him.

It is true that Christ died for all but it is only those who believe in him 
that stand to have life and have it in abundance (Jn.10:10).

Believers enjoy the authority of God to baptize, teach and do exploit 
(MTT.28:18-19).

Believers trample on snakes and scorpions and overcome all powers 
of the enemy and will never be hurt. Believers will be given the power 
to perform miracles, drive out demons in his name  and drink poison 
and will not be harmed. Believers have in them what is greater than 
what is in the world(1 Jn. 4:4) and their lives are hidden in Christ 
Jesus and Christ in God(Col.3:3).

 HAS ALREADY PAID IT IN FULL (COL 2:13)

BRO. MARCEL UGWOKE - St. Theresa's Cathedral Parish Nsukka 

CHRIST
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Believers through baptism died, buried and were raised with Christ 
through faith. Believers are supplied with their needs with God's 
abundant wealth through Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:19) and most 
importantly, Heaven at last.

To make heaven, back been rescued from the powers of darkness 
and joined into the kingdom of the Son (Col. 1:13)
Since Christ laid the foundation of love by offering himself on the 
cross for us, we should  keep on building on love (love for God and 
love for man).

He gave us the instruction to go and bear much fruits and the kind of 
fruit that endures, hence, the command to love one another.

This love is seen in the following:

Ÿ Offering your strength, time money and everything received from 
God to praising, worshiping and adoring him.

Ÿ Attending to the needs of the people around you.
Ÿ Readiness  to sacrice what you have for the good of others, 

ensuring that God will be gloried in such action. Ensure that the 
love you show glories only God.

Ÿ Reaching the people with the "Good New" both in words and in 
deeds. 

Ÿ You must confess Christ unconditionally. 
Ÿ Must be controlled by the Holy Spirit and not by the esh.

Finally, considering the great love shown to us by Christ, through his 
death on the cross, nailing our sins completely let us truly believe in 
him and continue to build on the love already laid down. Also, let us 
as believers be totally submissive to the Holy Spirit and without 
doubt, begin to claim the promises of God for us. May the good Lord 
grant us our heart desires so that believers shall never lack from the 
abundant of His wealth which He supplies accordingly in Jesus 
name, Amen!
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The year 2019 will not be forgotten at a rush. 
Amids t  the  d i f f e rent  happens  that 
distinguished the year from other years in this 

st
21  century, the ravaging pandemic, COVID-19 was 
unparalleled in comparison with other things that 
happened in 2019. The year started just like others 
years. People celebrated New Year and many good 
wishes were expressed, many good desires were 
prayed for and many entered the year with very high 

expectations. The world never knew that before the end of 2019 that an 
unprecedented change will befall the universe. No human is left out in 
the changes that came with the corona virus pandemic. The truth is 
that the world will never remain the same after these Covid-19 
experiences. You would recall that at the peak of this pandemic, many 
international boarders were closed; schools, churches, mosques, 
banks, markets, companies, etc were locked. Some countries of the 
world were in total lockdown. Hospitals were lled to the brim with 
patients who simply were waiting for their death. There was setback in 
education, many families could not eat. Businesses collapsed, many 
lost fortunes because of the Covid-19 pandemic. For many especially in 
our country, they felt that all hope was lost. Many things that people 
planned to achieve became impossible because of the pandemic. Each 
man has a scare he is bearing as a result of this pandemic. We have all 
lost time, money, treasures, opportunities, set target, jobs, relations, 
admission into universities and other places of academic endeavours 
etc and as it is, no man can offer a reliable solution to the challenges 
that the pandemic has presented. The most dreadful aspect of this 
pandemic is the mode of contracting it. As simple as a touch could 
make one a victim of the pandemic. One can even inhale it as he is 
taking in fresh air in a gathering. Added to this is the increasing 

COVID-19 AND THE POWER OF 

RESURRECTION
(In the light of Matthew 20: 1-16)

By Rev Fr Chinedum Asogwa (Rabbi) frchinedumasogwa@gmail.com
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number of victims and rise in death toll before now. Many thought that 
Covid -19 will stop at the end of 2019 rather than stopping, it has 

st nd
metamorphosed from 1  wave to 2  wave and third wave of the virus 
with some mutilations and variations. No one is sure of the end of this 
virus. Though we now have vaccine for it, the unsettled debate among 
medical practitioners on the effects of the vaccine is raising more fear 
and doubt over the reception of the vaccine. There is great fear, 
unsettled confusion and high level of uncertainty concerning the virus 
and the vaccine. In the mist of all these can we do? The government of 
the day appears to have been overwhelmed by the realities of the 
moment. From here to where? What hope has man? To whom shall we 
go at this most critical moment that we are counting our losses?  And 
Peter answered in Jn 6:68, Let us go to Jesus for he has the message of 
eternal life [Paraphrased]. He has conquered death and all the 
challenges of man, he reigns forever. In the mist of all these confusion 
and troubles, the only person we can go to is Jesus. He has the answer 
to all troubles. He is the good shepherd who never leaves his ock 
unattended. He promised that he will not leave us orphans. He is our 
Emmanuel, God with us. Let us go to him. He has a way of giving us 
hope, rest, healing, reviving us, restoring us, reintegrating us and 
renewing us. Let us take a look on the Word of God and see what Jesus 
will do for us because he has innite power to do all things. 

Discussions on Matt 20:1-16

Here Jesus was teaching us who are still in this world of suffering 
concerning the kingdom of God. He said that the kingdom of God is like 
a householder who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for 
his vineyard. The labourers agreed with him to pay them one denarius 
when the work is over by 6pm. They went to the vineyard and started 
working from 6am. The same householder went out about the third 
hour (9am), sixth hour (12noon) and ninth hour (3pm) to invite more 
labourers who were still waiting and hoping that they will get a job for 
the day. He sent them to his vineyard. And nally, when it was one hour 
to end for the day, this householder went out and found some people 
who were still there without job at the eleventh hour (5pm). He sent 
them to his vineyard without discussing on what he will pay them (v. 6-
7).

In the evening, the labourers were called together for payment. The 
payment started with the men that came by 5pm. They were paid a 
denarius. Remember, that was what the man agreed with the people 
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that started working from 6am to 6pm (12hours). All others came and 
they received the same amount. Those that started working from 6am 
were not happy. They thought that the householder will bless them with 
more money but he did not. They grumbled at the householder, saying, 
“These last worked only for one hour and you have made them equal to 
us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat. But 
the householder replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to 
you, and go; I choose to give to this last as I give to you. Am I not allowed 
to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity? So the last will be rst, and the rst last” (v. 12-16) 

Regaining all losses to Covid-19 by the power of the Risen Lord

The above scriptural passage is one which Jesus wants to use to 
address all who have lost one thing or the other as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Or even those who have lost hope thinking that 
nothing can be done to improve their condition or rewrite the wrongs as 
a result of the virus. The Risen Lord can still create the same effect that 
the presence of the householder created in the lives and hopeless 
condition of the people that were called into the vineyard to work at the 
last hour. Let's look at the lessons that we can draw from the above 
bible passage. 

1. The different men that worked in the vineyard at different hours 
represent in our present condition degree of losses that different 
persons experienced as a result of the pandemic. Some lost little 
or nothing. These are those who started working as early as 6am. 
The negative effect of the coronavirus did not get to them. Others 
who came at different time intervals point to the degree of effect of 
covid-19 on their lives and businesses. Those that came by 9am 
did not suffer as much as those that came by 12 noon and 3pm. 
The bad condition of those that came by 5pm was at the zenith of 
it all. They lost virtually everything. They had little or nothing left. 
The pandemic eroded their business, their plans in life, 
everything. Their case is one of a hopeless situation. 

2. When others were called into the vineyard, it was a thing of joy. At 

least they started hoping for payment and source of livelihood. 
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The man that was called in by 5pm, one hour before the end of the 

day's job suffered most. Not only that he was called in to work 

much later in the vineyard, he was equally sure that his wage for 

the day will be something next to nothing.  This is the case of 

most persons in Nigerian and other parts of African. Our 

condition at the face of the pandemic was a pitiable one. We saw 

no light in the tunnel. When some countries were paying their 

citizens money to cushion the adverse effect of the covid-19, some 

persons in Nigeria were interested in hoarding the palliatives that 

were meant for the poor people in our country.

3. The story of the man that was called in by 5pm changed as a 

result of some qualities which he exhibited: he listened 

attentively to a voice, obeyed immediately, remained faithful, 

maintained consistency, and did not lose hope. He did not tell 

himself, what am I even going to do there since it is only one hour 

that is remaining. Rather he was saying in his heart, I know my 

Redeemer liveth and I know he will never abandon me. When 

others were called to go to the vineyard, he still believed that his 

God will never leave him empty handed. Though it was tough for 

him like it was and is still is for us as a result of the pandemic, his 

conviction was that what God cannot change does not come into 

existence.

4. The story of the man that later joined the workers in the vineyard 

got more interesting at the end of the day's job. When it was 6pm, 

the householder that employed them for the day called them for 

the reception of their wages. To the amazement of all, the 

householder instead of starting with the people that worked from 

6am to 6pm, 9am to 6pm, 12noon to 6pm 3pm to 6pm, he called 

the man that worked only from 5pm to 6pm to come forward and 

receive his wages. The man many people had tagged a failed 

person. The man who in our condition received the worst hit of 

the effect of corona virus. The man who in our situation lost all 

opportunities because of COVID-19 pandemic. He was rewarded 

rst.

5. I am almost certain that other workers were grumbling when they 54
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saw him as the rst to receive wage for the day. Their thoughts 
will be, can you imagine! look at this man that did not do 
anything, who just arrived barely an hour ago is coming to stand 
here with us. A few others may have said, maybe the householder 
wants to pay him rst since his own money is the least. When he 
must have gone, he will now pay us huge amount. The 5pm man 
walked up and to the shock of all he received THE SAME 
AMOUNT OF MONEY THAT THOSE WHO WORKED FROM 
6AM TO 6PM RECEIVED. Here God has showed us that he is a 
restorer of lost fortunes. Restorer of lost opportunities, restorer of 
lost blessings, restorer of all that covid-19 may have denied you 
or destroyed for you. Our God is a game changer. Changer of 
hopeless situations. 

Conclusion 

This is the central message that God is bringing to all of you out there 
who may be passing through a difcult situation, those who feel that 
their mates have left them behind, that they have been forgotten, that 
others are progressing and they have not even begun. In the above story 
from the gospel passage, I hope you saw how God through the story 
helped a man whose mates gave 11 years gap to catch up to their level of 
achievement. Their achievements from 6am to 5pm (when the last man 
joined them in the vineyard) till 6pm was one denarius. This 11 hours 
achievement was realised in an hour. This is so because the man that 
worked for 1 hour got the same wage with those that worked for 11 
hours. In fact he overtook them because they laboured more than him 
and he received the same reward earlier than them. 

Let this message help you to draw closer to the Risen Lord, who has the 
power to restore you beyond your imagination. The 5pm man simply 
believed in the voice that said to him, you too go into my vineyard 
(v.7b).  He did not doubt, he simply obeyed and went. He did not even 
ask the householder, what will be my pay at the end of the day, he 
simply obeyed and submitted himself for the work. Will you have such 
faith like this man that listened and obeyed. The call as we celebrate 
Easter 2021 is for you to believe in the Power of Him who conquered 
death and who has the power to conquer for you. Listen to him, obey 
him, live according to his will and you will be the rst to receive his 
blessings, his healing, his restoration of the lost opportunities in your 
life either as a result of COVID-19 or for any other reason. I wish you 
well. Happy Easter in arrears and Happy Pentecost in Advance.
GOD IS ENOUGH
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The Crisis of Faith 
During COVID-19

REV FR. VITUS UGWU - Parish Priest, St Charles Parish Ofulonu, Nsukka

wo persons went to the 

Tfoot of the mountain to 
pray. One was blind, the 

other could see clearly. As they 
were engrossed in prayers in 
their makeshift Church at the 
valley, a boulder broke off from 
the top of the mountain and 
started rolling speedily towards 
the Church. The blind one could 
hear the sound of the boulder 
but mistook this act of God for 
the arrival of God. After all, God 
spoke to Moses in thunder and 
to Elijah in earthquake. So, he 
buried his head deeper in prayer 
and praises. The louder and 
nearer the sound, the more 
intense his prayer and praises. 
Meanwhile, the one who had 
sight had opened his eyes and 
seen the rollercoaster boulder 
and could predict that except 
God saves, the tent Church 
would inexorably be overrun. He 
thought  o f  runn ing ,  bu t 
considered that a sign of lack of 
faith. So he closed his eyes and 
started praying to God to divert 
the descending mountain-size 
rock away from the Church. God 
answered the prayer but not 
exactly as he prayed it. The 

boulder crushed the one who 
closed his eyes to danger as an 
act of faith and spared the one 
who was blind to danger as a 
result of defect. The simple 
villagers who gathered at the 
scene of the incident could not 
understand why God allowed 
that to happen in their Church. 
Meanwhile until the villagers 
gathered, the blind man was still 
saying his prayer. 
 
Unarguab ly ,  the  ongo ing 
pandemic codenamed COVID-
1 9  w i l l  t h r o w  u p  m a n y 
challenges. At its wake, we can 
already smell nancial crisis it 
birthed. But of utmost concern 
for me now is the faith crisis this 
disease hatches. It has placed 
religion at a very perilous 
precipice before the simple-
minded people and exposed 
same to the ridicule of the 
misguided ones. Religion now 
straddles between three groups 
of people and each has a strange 
demand. One group now smirk 
and gloat at the seeming failure 
of religion. Like the executioners 
of Christ, they mock and pluck 
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at the beards of Christ's Church.  
And in the words of the Psalmist, 
they tauntingly ask her: 'where 
is your God'? The other group is 
made of concerned adherents 
who see no reason to adjust 
t h e i r  w o r s h i p  a n d  t a k e 
precaution in a critical time like 
this. The third group is those 
who believe in God but who do 
not sacrice their use of reason. 
The rst group is a familiar 
enemy. What is rather novel is 
that between believers in Christ, 
there are two camps that 
appears antithetical to each and 
the whole confusion revolves 
around the lockdown and the 
shutting down of Churches' 
activities. 

In one camp, faith is worried 
that Churches are shutdown at 
a time that Churches should 
rather be opened wider for 
unceasing storming of heaven 
with petitions. This faith is 
concerned that the shutdown of 
the Churches with the full-scale 
operation of some government 
agencies smacks of relegating 
Church to the trashcan of non-
essential. The people in this 
camp are miffed in that doctors, 
police ofcers and so on engage 
in their work while priests are 
barred from their ministry. They 
accuse the government of acting 
ultravire and the Church 

leaders of  complicity and 
shirking of martyrdom in the 
service of the ock.

Sincerely speaking, a part of me 
belongs to the above camp. It 
has hurt me beyond words that 
day my children in the Church 
ran to me for the usual embrace, 
handshake and warm greeting 
on ly  to  rece ive  co ld  and 
withdrawn response from me. 
T h e y  w e r e  r e m i n d e d  o f 
CORONAVIRUS and that the 
priest is observing social 
distancing. I knew that they 
were hurt as I was. I knew that 
after this crisis, it will take time 
for them to be recovered from 
the effect. After recovery bodily, 
will we recover spiritually? So, a 
part of me weeps that I am not 
able to meet the people as I used 
to. This part of me is so worried 
because I  have  preached 
eloquent homilies about St. 
Teresa of Calcutta and how she 
mingled with lepers in the slums 
of India.  Will St. Teresa observe 
social distancing were she alive 
today? If she didn't, will it be 
r e g a r d e d  a s  f a i t h  o r 
foolhardiness? I know that I 
want to die loving God and my 
neighbor. But I am just confused 
whether exposing the lives of my 
brothers and sisters to death 
because of my love of God is 
good enough. 
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A lower part of me lamented that 
the suspension of public Church 
a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  l o w e r  t h e 
psychological immunity of the 
faithful against the pandemic. It 
argues that the suspension is a 
c h e a p  c a p i t u l a t i o n  t h a t 
suggests helplessness to the 
ock. The suspension implies 
that the disease has conquered 
no soon than it arrived, nay even 
before i t  arr ived. So, the 
h o v e r i n g  a i r  o f  u t t e r 
helplessness before a seemingly 
invincible pandemic is a self-
inicted psychological conquest 
brought about by the closure of 
Churches. This is just the feeling 
when people are barred from the 
Church—the place where their 
help should come from in a 
critical time like this. 

In another camp, reason rises to 
bring a middle course and 
obviate impending dangers. It 
warns against the dangers of 
heedlessness to its advocacy. It 
has history and faith on its side. 
This group harmonizes faith and 
experience.  They seem to 
suggest that faith that is 
opposed to  exper ience  is 
dangerous. I can nd a second 
part of me here, my better self. 
This domain stresses that faith 
devoid of reason is dangerous. 
Reason is the gady of faith 
without which faith will fail 
many. I tend to think that we 

move from reason to faith and 
not the other way round. Thus, 
faith begins where reason stops. 
So, it is disastrous when reason 
begins after faith has failed 
because faith without reason is 
blind.

So, I see myself astride between 
two domains. My lower self is 
battered by the closure of the 
Church, but the rener part of 
me is happy that the Church is 
closed. This informed part of me 
does not see the closure of the 
Church as relegation into non-
essential. The better part of me 
knows that the Church is 
s h u t d o w n  a n d  s o m e 
government parastatals are 
open not because the Church is 
less important than the former, 
but because the Church gathers 
more crowd and more frequently 
than police, doctors, etc put 
together, for instance. Since 
transmission among crowd is 
high, asking the Church that 
gathers crowd to stop is only 
plausible. After all, schools are 
shutdown too. Can we say that 
schools are not essential?

But it seems that I am running 
away from risking my live, the 
opposite of which the doctors do. 
Again, the inference is wrong. 
Doc to r s  a r e  t r a ined  and 
equipped to manage infection, 
priests are not. No matter how 
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zealous I am, it is perilous for me 
to handle a case of surgery, for 
instance. In the same vein, it is 
risible to compare a priest 
amateur with doctor-expert in 
handling infection. Here, we 
need to be clear on why the 
public liturgies of the Church 
are suspended. It is not to 
protect the priest as much as it 
is to protect the faithful. If we 
were left untrammeled in the 
exercise of our functions with 
the people, being untrained in 
the area of infectious disease 
like this, and being 'trafc 
persons', we are likely going to 
harm the faithful even with our 
best motive to help them. We 
would sure be transmitters of 
the disease more than the 
victims of it. If at all we run, it is 
not because of our own death, 
but because of the death we 
would cause them in our contact 
with them and in bringing them 
in contact with one another. The 
difference between the police 
who are permitted to work with 
the public and the priest who are 
to work in the private is that the 
work of the police at a time like 
this is to dismiss crowd while the 
priest who works in public now 
will attract crowd.

How is this social distance 
reconcilable with Christian 
notion of martyrdom? Martyrs 
are not those who test God with 

their faith. Instead, they are 
those who held their faith in 
place of their lives when tested 
by others. Unless in a loose 
sense (white Martyr), no one who 
dies from a disease is a martyr 
simply because he died so. In the 
case under review, martyrdom is 
not in the question because both 
the advocates of sit-at home and 
those who would wish to defy 
that in favour of  Church 
gatherings have not denied their 
faith in God. It will border on 
martyrdom if for instance, 
government  bans Church 
activities and people lose their 
lives in defense of the Church. 
But in the case of COVID-19 
suspension of public activities, 
it is born out of love for the 
masses. If we can call those who 
waste their lives because they 
refuse to take drugs martyrs, 
then we can call those who 
advocated for the suspension of 
public liturgies apostates. But 
so long as life is a gift to be 
treasured and preserved, 
wanton carelessness with it in 
the name of faith is inexcusable 
vapidity.

Does that mean that we have 
now abandoned the aged, the 
sick, and the needy? God forbid! 
I know a priest who gave out his 
te lephone number  to  h is 
parishioners and encouraged 
them to call him whenever they 
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needed his assistance. The same 
priest has gone to hospital to 
visit his sick parishioner.  The 
social distancing is a priestly 
solicitude, not priestly solitude 
from the people. We are ready to 
die for them but not at all ready 
to contribute to their death. In 
Italy, for instance, close to 70 
priests have paid the price, yet 
many more are undeterred by 
that. We have a case of two 
doctor-priests who have gone 
back to hospital to help. If only 
we knew how best to accompany 
you without inicting wounds 
on you! And if only you knew 
why your Church leaders have 
asked you to stay safe at home! It 
pains when your best intention 
is misunderstood.

At one time, I can't help thinking 
that the world is now coming to 
an end! Otherwise, how on earth 
can Christians be asked to 
worship at their respective 
homes even on Sunday? But at 
another time, that part of me 
that went to theological class 
steps in to help me. In theory, 
the church is temporarily locked 
up, but in practice both the 
church (as building) and the 
Church (as the people of God) 
cannot be shut down so long as 
there is even one priest who is 
celebrating Mass in any corner 
of the globe. Mass is celebrated 
for the living and the dead. It 

follows that even a private Mass 
(Mass celebrated by a priest 
without the people) is strictly 
speaking not private because he 
is not alone in it. So, there is a 
public Mass in every Private 
Mass. The church is then closed 
up when there is no priest 
anywhere who is celebrating 
Mass. Besides, the Church is 
o n l y  d e c e n t r a l i z e d ,  n o t 
dismissed. A parishioner has 
already conded to me that the 
prayer life of her family has 
improved thanks to this disease 
and sit-at home order. So, the 
domestic Churches are opened 
and stronger even as the so-
called closed churches are open 
for private devotion.

How about the feeling of utter 
helplessness occasioned by the 
closure of Church programmes? 
This feeling is fed by ignorance 
o r  m is in f o rmat i on .   The 
suspension of Church public 
programme is no surrender to 
COVID-19, but a strategic sortie 
aimed at total decimation of the 
monster.  It is not a retreat of 
surrender, but a retreat to 
regroup. This will give the 
Church and her children an 
e d g e  o v e r  t h e  e n e m y .  A 
construal of this suspension as 
a strategy against the disease 
should bring succor and balm to 
troubled minds.
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What would Jesus have done? 
Assuming Teresa of Calcutta 
were to be brought back to live 
today, will she attend to COVID-
19 patients like she did to lepers 
in the slums of India? Well, if 
Christ were to appear physically 
among us, he will either cast out 
the disease or ask people to stay 
safe from it. It is not likely that 
he will ask his follower to test the 
infection and test God. As for St. 
T e r e s a  o f  C a l c u t t a ,  t h e 
circumstances are not the same. 
Though leprosy is an infectious 
d i s e a s e ,  i t s  m o d e s  o f 
transmission are not as diverse 
as COVID-19 are nor is leprosy 
as deadly as COVID-19 is. 
Besides, those who suffered 
from the virulent skin disease 
c o u l d  b e  s p o t t e d  a n d 
approached with care, while 
patients of COVID-19 may 
appear healthy, yet they are 
deadly. While leprosy produced 
a St Teresa of Calcutta, COVID-
19 may not easily produce saints 
in the styles of the saint, not 
because people are not ready to 
do what the saint did, but 
because it may be dangerous to 
do what she did. Without any 
in ten t i on  to  deva lue  the 
invaluable heroism of the 
Calcutta Nun, it is a single risk 
to attend to a leper (the risk of 
the life of the healthy attendant), 

but it is a multiple risk to attend 
t o  a  C O V I D - 1 9  p a t i e n t 
(especially by amateur). The 
latter involves the risk of the life 
of the attendants and that of his 
neighbours. I will be happy to 
contract this disease while 
serving the ock entrusted to 
me, but I will be at pain for any of 
the ock entrusted to me to 
contract it from me. Because of 
the former, I am ready to serve 
them, but because of the latter, I 
am wary. It is valour to serve 
now, but it is prudence to 
maintain a distance. It is 
wisdom to know the difference.

All that glitters is not gold! Not 
all so-called men of God who 
lament the closure of the 
Churches have genuine motive. 
These venal hirelings are ready 
to pawn their unsuspecting 
victims to COVID-19 in order to 
maintain unbroken inow of 
money into their account 
through them. A pastor has 
already asked in jittery how he 
would survive until the return to 
status quo ante. For our faithful 
who can peer beyond the 
selshness couched in religious 
cloak in many of the voices 
raised against the closure of the 
Church, one expect that you 
sa lute  and commend the 
selessness of the leaders of the 
Church. In truth, these good 
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shepherds sacriced their 
comfort and sustenance that 
you may be safe.

Like Uriah, we are ready to take 
by  our  hands  our  dea th 
sentence and go to the ercest 
battle front of COVID-19 to lay 
down our lives for the sheep. 
Like Thomas, we are ready to go 
to Judea and die with the Lord. 
Like Shedrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, even if the Lord will 
not save us, the world must 
know that we will not renege on 
our commitments. But like St. 
Paul said: '[So] I feel torn 
between the two. I desire greatly 
to leave this life and to be with 
Christ, which will be better by 
far, but it is necessary for you 
that I remain in this life.' (Phil. 
1:23-24). To play the Ostrich like 
the blind man in the opening 
story is the thrust of deism. 
And if we do so, we will all be 
crushed. God will rather save a 
blind man from danger he does 
not see than a clear sighted man 

from the danger he sees but 
refuses to run. Those who have 
reason but will not use it must 
not think that the COVID-19 
t h a t  h a s  n o  r e a s o n  w i l l 
understand them, nor imagine 
that God will do for them what 
he has enabled them to do for 
themselves. We must be as wise 
as serpent, but as innocent as 
dove. (Matt. 10:16).  Sabbath is 
made for man, and not man for 
the Sabbath (Mark. 2:27). 
Whoever listens to the Church, 
listens to Christ. (Lk. 10:16), 
and what the Church binds here 
is bound above. The Church, 
and not any individual person, is 
the pillar and foundation of the 
truth at all time (ITim. 3:15). 
After COVID-19, there are going 
to be the following groups of 
people. Those whose faith 
remained intact, those whose 
faith increased as a result, those 
whose faith waned as a result, 
and those who will choose to be 
Christian but in their homes and 
hearts.
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Preamble

The  outbreak  o f  the  new 
coronavirus, otherwise known as 
COVID-19, has left in its wake, so 
much pain, so much sadness, so 
much confusion and so much 
fear. This is as the whole world 
watch a virus (COVID-19) which 
started in Wuhan (China), spread 
so quickly to different parts 
(continents) of the world, and 
leaving in its wake many dead, 
many others sick, and some 
survivors, too. There is indeed no 
denying the worldwide reach and 
i m p a c t  o f  C O V I D - 1 9  o n 
humanity, as it has affected the 
various strata of human-societal 
existence: including, the social, 
political, economic, academic, 
and religious. The mind-boggling 
blow on the world by COVID-19, 

has continued to sow fear, pains 
and panic in the mind of many.  
As Christians, we ought to be 
concerned about this new virus, 
and not just for the fact that it 
affects Christians, but for the fact 
that COVID-19 affects humanity 
in its entirety. And so, how 
should Christians react to 
COVID-19 (and its fatal impact 
on the world)? In other words, 
this reection asks the question: 
what should be the right attitude 
of a Christian to COVID-19 
pandemic?

Some facts about the COVID-
19 Pandemic

A few facts about the COVID-19 
pandemic are worth highlighting. 
We note at the outset that much 
of what we will write in this 

I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS 

(Mt 28:20)

TOWARDS THE RIGHT ATTITUDE FOR CHRISTIAN IN THE 
FACE OF THE COVID-19 (CORONAVIRUS) PANDEMIC

FR CHUKWUDUMEBI NORBERT ATTA
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paragraph on COVID-19 are 
scraped together from the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and 
the US Centre for Disease 
Control (CDC)'s information on 
the virus. First, the COVID-19 is 
another name for Coronavirus 
disease 2019 which began in 
Wuhan (China) in December 
2019, according to the World 
Health Organization (WHO). The 
virus has spread (or has been 
spreading) from Wuhan, (China) 
to other parts of the world. 
COVID-19 was rst declared a 
public health emergency of 
In t e rna t i ona l  conce rn  on 
January 30, 2020; and on 11 
March, 2020 was declared a 
pandemic (by the WHO). There is 
at present no vaccine for COVID-
19, rather what obtains, or are 
available, are symptomatic 
therapy, supportive therapy and 
preventive measures (which 
i n c l u d e  h a n d  w a s h i n g , 
maintaining distance from other 
peop le ,  se l f - i so la t ion and 
monitoring (by anyone who 
suspects or is suspected of being 
infected), and safe-sneezing and 
coughing techniques. We note 
that the number of deaths 
resulting from COVID-19 in 
d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  v a r y 
(according to countries): with a 
rise in some, and gradual 
reduction in others). Then, 
according to the Center for 

S y s t e m s  S c i e n c e  a n d 
Engineering (CSSE) at Johns 
Hopkins University (JHU)", there 
were 108, 862 deaths around the 
world by April 12, 2020. So far, 
the commonplace signs of the 
COVID-19 inc lude  cough, 
shortness of breath and fever; 
while its known complications 
are pneumonia and acute 
respiratory distress syndrome.  

The above summary (on COVID-
19), pithy as it is, sounds 
frightening. This is more so, 
given the widespread nature of 
the virus, the chilling fatalities 
from it, and the absence of a cure, 
or vaccine, for such a terrible 
virus. A fear, occasioned by 
COVID-19, could be felt around 
the world (and in many people 
too), resulting in the panic in 
many voices, and faces today. 
The panic that COVID-19 spawn 
has led many to panic buying 
(including purchasing things 
they may never, or could ever, 
use), hoarding things (including 
things that may not serve them at 
the moment but could help/serve 
others), and in a general fear 
around. The prevailing panic is 
not helped by the continuing 
spread of false scary stories and 
i n f o r m a t i o n  ( o t h e r w i s e 
misinformation), on the virus by 
many, especially through the 
m a n y  n e w e r  m e a n s  o f 
information dissemination, the 
social media inclusive. Thus, 
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many, including Christians, are 
today living in panic over the 
COVID-19 menace. But the 
important questions at this 
juncture are: as a Christian 
should one panic over COVID-
19? Then, what should be the 
right attitude of a Christian, as a 
follower of Christ, during this 
time of COVID-19 pandemic?

In the world but not of the 
world….(see Jn 17:16 ff)

Why should we examine (or talk 
of) the Christian response, or 
a t t i t u d e ,  t o  C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic? Indeed, there are 
more reasons than one, for which 
the Christian response to the 
pandemic should be reected. 
Yet, principally, occurrences in 
the world usually demand a 
response (not just a writing!), or 
actions, that are peculiarly, 
Christian from Christians. It is in 
(or through) his or her distinct 
response, informed by his/her 
Chr i s t i an  f a i th ,  tha t  the 
Christian witnesses to Christ, in 
the world. Again, one reason for 
proposing a Christian approach 
to  the  cur ren t  COVID-19 
pandemic, is linked to the 
distinctive call of every Christian, 
a follower of Christ, to live out his 
o r  h e r  f a i t h  ( o f t e n  i n 
contradiction to worldly ways); 
that way demonstrating that 
though he/she 'lives in the 

world', he/she is 'not of the world' 
(see Jn 17:16).

Since the Christian is called to be 
both 'salt and 'light' in the world 
(see Mt 5:13-16), a Christian's 
example in situations (both 
tough and not -so-tough), is one 
that is worth examining. In fact, 
the Christian's exemplary life is 
one that should always be 
underscored, with the single goal 
o f  hav ing i t  emulated,  or 
replicated, possibly, by all. It is, 
thus, that in the face of the fears 
and  pan ic ,  inc lud ing  the 
prevailing uncertainties and the 
m a n y  d i s t u r b i n g  n e w s 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  ( i f  n o t 
occasioned!) the pandemic, the 
Christian as a follower and 
witness of Christ, responds as 
Christ would, to the challenges 
and questions, including to the 
many questionable claims and 
interpretations, concomitant on 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Agreeably, the panic that the 
C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c  h a s 
engendered in the minds of many 
today is lamentable, especially 
given the yet-to-be-solved issues 
regarding the virus (COVID-19), 
like the lack of vaccine, its speedy 
spread, and the overall nature of 
the illness. Furthermore, the 
situation is not helped either, by 
the many moot interpretations 
and misrepresentations on the 

65

May 2021 - May 2022 Vol. 17 No. 8      WATER MAGAZINE



virus (COVID-19) in circulation. 
There are indeed, numerous 
questionable accounts and 
proposals, and even outright 
false information being spread on 
COVID-19, especially on social 
m e d i a ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  t h e 
pardonable to the bizarre. Such 
false information does not help 
towards the right perceptions 
and reactions to COVID-19 
pandemic. Unfortunately, some 
Christians engage, knowingly or 
innocently, in spreading bogus 
news on COVID-19. Some of the 
claims, for instance, include 
those who al lege that the 
pandemic is linked to the end of 
the world; and others who link it 
to a hypothetical radiation from 
5G telecommunication masts, 
among others. In the face of such 
disturbing realities associated 
with COVID-19, as painted 
above, what should or could be 
the attitude of the Christian?

Of Christian Faith, Hope and 
Love in the time of Pandemic

If anything, our Christian faith is 
helpful, and necessary, for living 
and through the difcult time of 
COVID-19 pandemic. That would 
imply a strong faith in God whose 
thoughts for us are thoughts of 
good and a greater future ( seeJer 
29:11); who loved us so much to 
the point of sending us His son 
(see Jn 3:16), and who wishes to 
save  and sustains al l  o f 

humanity (see 1 Tim 2:4), is not 
unconcerned or aloof to our 
plight and problems. That way, 
the Christian does not allow 
himself/herself to be swayed to 
despair or panic by the scary 
realities and the mountain of 
negative news out there, on 
COVID-19.

As Christians, we are specially 
called to live in faith, and not in 
fear, during this time (and 
always). This we do, with the 
conviction or knowledge that the 
'world and all in it belong to God' 
(see Deut 10:14; Ps 24:1; 89:11); 
and that God who loves us so 
much, cares about us. Thus we 
ought to commit our world and 
worries to Him (see 1 Pet 5:7; Ps 
55:22). The Christians' faith in 
God also bids him/her to have 
condence in human ingenuity 
(including what God can do 
through humans to make the 
w o r l d  b e t t e r ) ,  i n c l u d i n g 
governments and experts. The 
Christ ian l ives too in the 
awareness that God is using him 
or her, to make the human 
situation better (including during 
t h i s  t i m e  o f  C O V I D - 1 9 
pandemic). Thus, the Christian 
disposes himself/herself to do 
whatever he/she can, to address 
the ugly situation that humanity 
is living today. Examples of such 
dispositions include, (but are not 
r e s t r i c t e d  t o ) ,  o b e y i n g 
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governments '  and experts ' 
helpful instructions, especially 
since there is no known cure yet 
for the virus (COVID-19). Also, 
one's faith in humanity is evident 
in one verifying the many news 
on COVID-19, and ensuring that 
what news ones disseminates (on 
the virus!), are authentic or 
factual, and helpful too. Without 
doubt, a good Christian is a good 
citizen, and there is no better 
time to live out both than during 
this time of COVID-19 pandemic. 

Also, humanity needs a great 
dose of Christian hope during 
this time, more than it had ever 
needed (in recent times), to 
surmount the challenges and 
clear dangers that the COVID-19 
pandemic poses. Christian hope 
assures one of Christ's presence 
and interests in humans' affairs, 
i n c l u d i n g  o u r  q u o t i d i a n 
act iv i t i es .  Chr is t ian hope 
reminds the Christian that 
nothing that concerns one 
escapes God's attention. As 
such, Christians are to live their 
faith today, and in doing that, 
counter the many false, fake, 
p r o p h e t s  a n d  d o o m s d a y 
purveyors, whose stock in trade 
are panic-inducing predictions, 
that unsettle many. Hence, the 
Christian's faith helps him/her 
to look up with trust to Christ 
who assures us of His eternal 
presence (I am with you till the 
end of time, see Mt 28:20).

A signicant aspect of the 
Christian's response or attitude 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
consists in living the Christian 
love ,  a  love  enjo ined and 
encouraged by Christ, the master 
(see Mt 22: 36-40). The Christian 
way of loving is both vertical and 
horizontal, thus, consisting in a 
great love for God and an equally 
great love for other humans or 
one's neighbour, as Christ 
commanded (see Jn 13:34). This 
time of COVID-19 pandemic is 
more a time to get closer to Him, 
in prayer, entrusting into His 
hands humanity's fate, including 
committing to Him those at the 
forefront of efforts to arrest the 
raging pandemic. It is not time to 
doubt God or distrust Him. In 
fact, now is time to strengthen 
and to reestablish (if absent!), 
one's relationship with God, in 
prayer and love. Also, the love of 
God includes recognizing His 
charge over us, as our creator 
(see Gen 1:26-2:25; Is 66:2). 

On the other hand, there is no 
better time to show love to others, 
to other humans, than now. In 
other words, the COVID-19 
pandemic, is an opportunity to 
d e m o n s t r a t e  o u r  s h a r e d 
humanity, given especially the 
pains, tears, fear and panic 
associated with the virus. 
I n d e e d ,  w e  a l l  w o u l d  b e 
combating the COVID-19 plague, 
by living the Masters injunction 
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to love our neighbour (see Mt 22: 
34-40; Mt 25: 35-40), including 
reaching out to others, as much 
as one can, and to the that 
gove rnments '  r egu la t i ons 
permits. One certain outcome of 
living the Christ-taught love, is 
that it would lessen appreciably 
the burden and pain associated 
with the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thus, living the gospel message 
in humanity's current troubling 
s i tuat ion,  for  love  indeed 
conquers all (see 1 Cor 13), 
including human pains and 
worries.

Concluding Remarks

T h e  C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c 
continues to unleash societal 
turmoil on humanity. Thus, it 
has impacted negatively on 
almost all the strata of existence: 
from the social, through the 
environment and educational, to 
the political, economic and 
religious aspects (of human 
existence). Faced with the 
monumental impact of the 
C O V I D - 1 9  p a n d e m i c  o n 
humanity, the question arises: 
what should the Christian do, 
what is to be the Christian's 
r esponse?  Th i s  r eec t i on 
attempts to sketch what the 
Christian's response to the 
COVID-19 menace  should 
involve. It is undeniably not 

exhaustive, as other suggestions 
could be made. Nevertheless, the 
sum of what is expected of a 
Christian at this time (of COVID-
19 pandemic) ,  is  that the 
Christian gives a response that is 
anchored on the teachings and 
life of Christ (the Master). The 
Chr is t ian  i s  no t  to  a l l ow 
himself/herself to be swayed by 
t h e  m a n y  t r o u b l i n g 
interpretations being given to the 
plague, nor himself/herself offer 
t o  t a k e  s u c h  a  p a t h  ( o f 
disseminating mistruths and 
untruths). 

The Christian's response to 
COVID -19 should comprise a 
strong hope in God's love for 
humanity ,  and on human 
ingenuity and what God can do, 
through humans. It is not a life 
lived panicking, rather one of 
faith as against fear; and with 
love, not detestation (towards 
God and humans). In all, the 
Christian attitude in this time of 
COVID-19 pandemic, should 
mirror his or her faith in Christ: 
in Christ's words and examples, 
particularly on His promise to be 
with us ALWAYS till the end of 
time (see Mt 28:20). For indeed, 
we need not fear, when God is 
with us (see Rom 8:31ff).

Fr Atta is a priest of the Catholic 
Diocese of Nsukka and presently 
a deidonum priest in Italy.
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